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Notes on Contributors

CHATTHIP NARTSUPHA teaches economic history at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.
He has collaborated in a number of oral history projects. He has coedited two volumes of
documents on the political economy of Siam 1851-1932, and is currently engaged on a
project on the political economy of Thailand from 1932 to the present.

Joel S. KaHN teaches social anthropology at University College London. His work has
been mainly in economic anthropology and development studies, and he has done field
research in Sumatra and Malaysia. He is the author of Minangkabau Social Formations.

Esteban MAGANNON is an anthropologist currently pursuing research on social structure
and modes of production at the Centre de Documentation et de Recherches sur 1’Asie du
Sud-Est et le Monde Insulindien in Sophia Antipolis, Valbonne, and at the same time
teaching the ethnology and sociology of the Philippines at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes
en Sciences Sociales, Paris, as maitre-assistant invité.

Akira OK1 is an economic historian currently teaching at the Nagoya University of
Commerce and Business Administration. He has done field research among the Minang-
kabau of Sumatra, and archival research in Holland, Japan and Singapore.

ONGHOKHAM teaches history at the University of Indonesia, Jakarta. His research has
concentrated on the history of the Javanese peasantry in the colonial period.

James C. ScoTT is professor of political science at Yale University, New Haven. He
has done field research in Burma, and more recently in Kedah, West Malaysia. He is the
- author of The Moral Economy of the Peasant and Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance.

Masaya SHIRAISHI  teaches history at Osaka University of Foreign Studies. He is a doctoral
candidate at Cornell University, and is currently engaged in archival research in Paris.

Shigeharu TANABE is associate professor at the National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka.
His research has concentrated on peasant technology, and more recently on peasant ritual
discourse. He has done field research in central and northern Thailand, and in the Sipsong
Panna Tai Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan.

Andrew TURTON teaches social anthropology at the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London. He has done field research in several parts of Thailand,
mainly in the north, since 1968. His work has focused on peasant culture and politics. For
some years he has been a member of the Popular Participation Programme of the United
Nations Research Institute for Social Development.

Motomitsu UCHIBORI teaches anthropology at Gifu University and has been associated
with the research programmes of the National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka. His field

research in Sarawak, East Malaysia, has focused especially on Iban eschatology and oral
literature.

Yoshio YASUMARU is professor of the history of Japanese social thought at Hitotsubashi
University, Tokyo. He is the author of many books on Japanese history in the Edo period,
especially on popular ideology and popular movements, notably Nihon no kindaika to minshi
shiso (The Modernization of Japan and Popular Ideology).

Zawaw1 Ibrahim teaches in and is also co-ordinator of the Development Studies Pro-
gramme in the School of Social Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang. He has done
research on Malay peasants and plantation workers in east coast West Malaysia. He is
currently doing research on ideology among Malay women.
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1. Part of a rally in Bangkok of peasants from many provinces, July 1975. The mobil-
izations of the Peasants’ Federation of Thailand, formed in late 1974, reached a high
point in early 1975 and met with fierce suppression.



(Left) Intha Sibunriiang (1930-75), village headman (N. Thai:
pho luang) in Saraphi District, Chiang Mai, Vice-President of
the Peasants’ Federation of Thailand and President of its north-
ern branch, was assassinated on 31 July 1975.

(Centre) ‘Peasants’ [or Farmers’] Day 31 July [1976]. In Memo-
riam Pho Luang Intha’. Poster announcing a rally, displayed
here on the campus of Chiang Mai University.

(Bottom) An artist’s impression of the assassination of Camrat
Muangyam, President of the Peasants’ Federation of Thailand,
in Rayong Province, 21 July 1979.




(Top) The ‘Holy Men’ revolts of 1901-2,
which swept across many provinces of
North East Thailand, clearly expressed
negation of state power. This photo-
graph of 1901 shows captured peasants
chained together under military guard.

(Left) Sila Wongsin established an
autonomous peasant community in North
East Thailand, in peaceful defiance of
state authority. He claimed to be Phra
Si Ariya, or a reincarnation of Maitreya
Buddha. He was arrested, and publicly
executed on 26 June 1959 on the orders
of Field Marshal Sarit.

(Bottom) A village monk at Wat San
Pasak monastery Chiang Mai, Northern
Thailand, talks about the Phaya Phap
rebellion of 1889-90. Peasant historical
memories often critically reinterpret the
past in terms of their own moral and
cultural points of reference and current
conditions.







82 9 & 10. (Left page, top) These young Malay workers have left their peasant villages to labour
on an oil palm plantation. The photographs show their living quarters and an encounter
with a plantation official (pegawai) who supervises and controls their work.

11. (Left page, bottom) Malay peasants working with a combine-harvester, newly introduced as
a concomitant of the ‘green revolution’. Conflicting interpretations of such changes are part
of the day-to-day development of increasingly antagonistic relations between rural Malays.

12 & 13. (Right page) Sarawak Rangers in traditional and British military dress. The battalion,
composed mainly of Iban from Balau under a British commander, was established in 1846 by
the ‘Rajah’ Brooke state to suppress ‘rebellious’ Iban in up-river areas.



14.

Kalinga perform the taduk dance,
one of many in their repertoire,
to celebrate victory or conclude
a peace-pact (bodong).

Unity and co-operation are
fundamental features of Kalinga
village communities (ili),
especially of the kindred.
This solidarity is continually
manifested and renewed in the
sharing of meat and other food.
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16. (Top) View of a Minangkabau village (nagari) in the Padang highlands, West Sumatra,
in the early twentieth century, showing mosque, residential houses, rice fieids (sawah), and
dry hill fields (ladang) behind.

17.  (Bottom) Cover of a popular book on The Uprising of Phan Bd Vanh in the 1820s, published
in 1977 as part of a series of Illustrated Tales from Vietnamese History. ‘King’ B4 Vanh
is here shown at the head of his troops.
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