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M The present circumstances for hunter—gathers in the global era: What does biodiversity mean
to them?
Kazunobu Ikeya, The National Museum of Ethnology

People who hunt, gather, and fish as their primary means of sustenance have come to be called
hunter—gatherers in Anthropology. Ninety-nine percent of the history of mankind is considered
the era of the hunter—gatherers. Hunter-gatherers are known to have lived “rich” lives in a
larger variety of ways than we have imagined. For example, the amount of time that they dedicated
to work was only two to three hours per day. Furthermore, our homo sapiens ancestors, after being
born on the African continent, departed from Africa several tens of thousands of years ago, adapted
to the diverse natural environments on this earth from the tropics to the polar regions, with
hunting, gathering and fishing as their primary means of sustenance.

This presenter has met “hunter—gatherers” mainly in Africa but also all over the world in
tropical Asia, tropical Africa, and the North Pole and has found a multiplicity of lifestyles,
diverse views of nature, and differences of historical experiences of these people, which the
term “hunter—gather” alone does not capture. The presenter would like to look at the current
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situation of the hunter—gatherers of the Kalahari Desert in Africa, the San (Bushmen, Basarwa),
with whom he spent over 3 years from 1987, and consider what biodiversity means to them.

The ancestral land of the San people is in the Kalahari Desert which stretches across the
Southern part of the African continent. They form a small-scale, nomadic society with nuclear
families depending on hunting and gathering for sustenance. The amount of rainfall influences
the growth of plants, and the San people relocate themselves based on this growth. However, recently
the governments of countries including Botswana and Namibia have relocated them onto settlements.
At the same time, due to the influence of the indigenous peoples’ movement in the 1990s, the
San people are currently involved in indigenous peoples’ organizations. This presenter will
introduce how changes in their lifestyles have affected their interactions with plants and animals
and in what ways their lifestyle has been maintained

The case study from a Kalahari hunter—-gather society may only pertain to one area of Africa.
However, I believe it offers valuable insight on humankind’ s future relationship with
biodiversity given the influence of globalization on ideas of natural conservation around the
world, the expansion of modernization worldwide, and the spread of the indigenous peoples’
movement around the world.
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