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Contemporary Northern Peoples Art :
In Reference to the Market Art History of Inuit

Reiko Sarro

Many references concerning the market art of Inuit give us the
perspective into other native arts.

From prehistoric times, native peoples have made decorative
tools and utensils, or carvings with an aesthetic sense and skillful
technic, which represented their spiritual world and identity.

Many of the traditional culture have been lost due to accultur-
ation, however arts and crafts survived as tourist arts though their
forms have changed. These arts not only helps to support their
economy but also to maintain their tradition,

During the period of early contact untill the mid 19th century,
Europians and Americans purchased the ivory objects, carvings
etc. that the Inuit had made for their own use. In late 19th century
Inuit adopted the Europian style in their arts, like the pictorial
engraving on the ivory cribbage board. A permanent market for
native arts was created by gold rushes around the turn of the century.
Later the government helped to organize a sales network and a
productive cooperation. Recent years the Inuit attaches the tag to
their art as a letter of guarantee.

In Hokkaido and Sakhalin, Japanese and Russian explorers
were in close contact with Ainu, Uilta and Nivkhi peoples after the
17th century. Japanese officers asked them to make souvenirs such as
wooden utensils and woven goods. A number of these instances from
ethnographic records indicate an early market art in these regions.
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