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The Relationship between Enterprise and Government: Case Study

on Two “Chinese Old Brand” Companies (Heniantang, Tongrentang)
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ZHANG lijiao

There are 1,128 companies entitled “Chinese Old Brand” (which means it has existed more
than 50 years) by China’s State Department of Commerce. A company that is able to survive or
last for decades, a century, or even several centuries will then became an Old Brand Enterprise. It
is a miraculous phenomenon and a valuable topic for anthropologists to research. In this paper,
based on two medical case studies of “Chinese OIld Brand” companies (Heniantang,
Tongrentang), the author analyzes the relationship between enterprise and government in the
different political and economic periods of over the past 60 years. As a result, Heniantang became

an Ugly Duckling, and Tongrentang became a White Swan.
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T XREANNT — “Tiiin”7.
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