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Heritage Tourism and Conservation of Historical Environments:

Process and Problems of Spontaneous Tourism Development in the
Case of Shirakawa- village, World Cultural Heritage site.
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(Kyushu Institute of Design)
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The whole Ogimachi-Gassho-Shuraku (hamlet) in Shirakawa-mura, which has been
inscribed on the World Cultural Heritage List since 1995, is also one of ‘Preservation
Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings’, selected the first and has experiences of
conservation by inhabitants initiative for 25 years. This article reports upon the history
of this spontaneous tourism development, the landscape transformations caused by
tourism impacts and landscape management activities by inhabitants and governments.
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