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For the past decade, the idea of green tourism has been much discussed in Japan. In some
cases this idea has been put into practice. This paper first examines and explains the fact that
the green tourism has not only the aspects of “autonomous tourism” and “gender-equally
participatory tourism” for hosts but also the aspect of “active tourism” for guests. As a
result, the green tourism is considered to have a potential to be a new type of tourism that can
cope with a various kinds of social problems in the 21st century. Then, focusing on the aspect
of “gender-equally participatory tourism” for hosts, the present situation of the green
tourism is discussed from the viewpoints of “gender”, “empowerment” and “partnership”.
Finally, future problems associated with the green tourism are discussed.
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