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For scientists, the word “paper” has two meanings: (1) a felted sheet of usually vegetable,

but sometimes mineral or synthetic fibers laid on a fine screen from water suspension, and
(2) research statements presented on paper, e.g. reports, theses, documents, and so on. In
my working life, I have struggled with both meanings of the word “paper” — through
research on papermaking, and through writing reports on papermaking in a number of
academic fields. I have worked as an organic chemist for a private company and in a
government laboratory. I have investigated synthetic and natural polymers as paper sources,

and was involved in technology development in Southeast Asia. I also enjoyed opportunities
to study the history of papermaking in Southeast Asia. The present paper outlines the varied
course of my research on paper in the first sense, and my experiences of the different styles
of paper, in the second sense, that were needed to develop research projects and report
research results.
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