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Conference Schedule

The present volume is largely based on presentations given at a two-day conference
of the same name: ‘Research Writing in Japan: Cultural, Personal, and Practical
Perspectives’ (15 ~16th March, 2003, National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka). The
original conference schedule and session themes are recorded below.

DAY 1

Opening remarks and welcome: Peter Matthews (National Museum of Ethnology)

Keynote speech: Jerry Eades (Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University): “On Academic
Modes of Production.”

SESSION ONE: A Research Bottleneck?

So much to write about, but too little time to write? For many researchers, writing is
the most time-consuming part of their research life. Writing is the bottle-neck
between the doing and publication of research, yet how much of the research budget
is allocated to this part of the process? How can peers, supervisors, editors, and
translators help? How can researchers make better use of the writing services that
are available? How can students and young researchers become good research
writers?

Discussants: Abhishek Goel (Cactus Communications) and Pat Murray (Center for
Intercultural Communication).

First. Reiko Hara and Akiko Fukuno (Hachiro Yuasa Memorial Museum,
International Christian University) “Publishing activities at the Hachiro Yuasa
Memorial Museum, ICU.”

Second: Richard Weisburd (University of Tsukuba): “Research writing in Japan
today and what we can do to improve it.”

Third: Toshiko Takeda, with Michiel Koiman and Zeger Karssen (Elsevier Japan)
“Editorial services at an international publisher, and interactions with Japanese
researchers”

Fourth: Lynne E. Riggs (Translator and Editor, Center for Intercultural
Communication, Tokyo, and Managing Editor, Monumenta Nipponica, and
Representative, Society of Writers, Editors, and Translators): “The Need
for Advanced Guidelines for Successful Publication.”

SESSION TWO: Publish AND Perish?

The phrase “Publish or perish” is overused. Are there too many papers for too few
readers? Research graduates in Japan today can no longer depend so much on
personal connections to find work, so there is more pressure to publish. Publishing
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quantity does not guarantee work or funding; nor does publishing quality. Hence the
title, “Publish AND Perish?” For ethical reasons, priority should be given to writing
as if readers matter, and more effort is needed to reach readers. Fewer papers and
more readers might be a good aim.

Discussants: Richard Sadowsky (Society of Writers, Editors and Translators), and
Keith Wilkinson (Japan Association of Translators).

First: Dr John McCreery (The Word Works) “Publish and Perish: Consider the
Options” v

Second: Christopher Isherwood (University of Tokyo): “Can standards in literature
(novelistic writing) improve standards in academic writing? (Comments on literary
and academic criticism).”

Third: Paul Flint (Japan Association of Translators) “The work of translators and
the Japan Association of Translators.”

DAY 2
SESSION THREE: Practical experiences in Japan and elsewhere.

How are editing, translation, and writing activities actually supported and carried
out? What are the opportunties for training, recruitment and publication?

Discussants: Peter Matthews (National Museum of Ethnology), and Sachiko Kotani
(National Museum of Ethnology), Chistopher Isherwood (University of Tokyo).

First: Yoshinari Kobayashi (Engineering Consultant) “Work directions and research
writing styles”

Second: Richard Bradford (Translator) “The work of a Tokyo language-service
company: scope, recruitment, and prospects for development.”

Third: Mathew Yakai (Journalist) “Tertiary education in Japan: student experiences

0.

Fourth: Edna Temese (Translator) “Tertiary education in Japan: student experiences

(In.”

Fifth: Jun Akamine (Nagoya City University) “Research writing and student
training in Japanese universities.”

SESSION FOUR: Summaries and planning

Moderator: Peter Matthews (National Museum of Ethnology).
All speakers, discussants, and audience members were invited to contribute.
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After opening remarks by Christopher Isherwood, there was a general discussion of
various issues raised during the previous three sessions. We also began planning-for
publication of the conference, and considered priorities for a possible future
conference on research writing. A computer with internet connection was provided
for website demonstrations.
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Bomediano, Brian M.

Amenity Forest C-205, Odono 463-1, Sakurai City, Nara 633-0062, Japan (e-mail: ruribee
@m3 ken.ne.jp). Researcher (cultural critique, postcolonial discourse, philosophy), editor
(English, Japan Center for Area Studies, Osaka), language instructor (English).

Feldman, Ofer

Naruto University of Education, Naruto, Tokushima 772-8502, Japan (e-mail: hatani@naruto-
u.ac.jp). Associate Professor (political psychology). Teaches courses in political behavior and
attitudes, social psychology, and communication. Author and editor of numerous journal
articles, book chapters and books (Japanese and English).

Karssen, Zeger
Publisher, Elsevier B.V., Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Kolman, Michiel
Publishing Director, Elsevier B.V., Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Konishi, Shuko

Publications Office, National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka. Current address: Setsuryo Junior
High School, Ibaraki City, Osaka, Japan. English teacher in charge of cross-cultural activity
and overseas study programs.

Sadowsky, Richard

Free-lance translator and writer, 98-39 Tsunokawa, Tsushi, Goshiki-cho

Tsuna-gun, Hyogo-ken 656-1341, Japan. Member of the Society of Writers, Editors and
Translators, and Japan Association of Translators.

Smith, Mark

Senior Consultant, InterLingual, 181-2 Shinjo, Higashi Osaka, Osaka 578-0963. Tel./fax (06)
4309-0585 (email: mspsmith@gol.com). Writing consultant, editor, and translator.
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The Eternal Cycle: Ecology and Worldview of the Reideer Herders of Northern
Kamchatka (2004; Takashi Irimoto; in English)

Music: the Cultural Context (2003; Robert Garfias; in English)

An Anthropological Study of Indigenous Use and Management of Marine Resources
(2003; ed. Nobuhiro Kishigami; in Japanese)

A AN— « TIVNBEORMBIFE 7 —F < —T# 5 L XX THIFOFE (2003; 7T
[1—A ; in Japanese and Fulfulde language)

2002 Seoul Style: Evaluation of the Study and Exhibition (2003, eds. Toshio Asakura,
Fumiki Hayashi, Hyangle Kim; in Japanese and Korean)

Popular Tradition: Art and Religion in Northern Peru (2003; eds. Luis Millones,
Hiroyasu Tomoeda, Tatsuhiko Fujii; in Spanish)

The Twentieth Century in Mongolia: Interviews About the Way to Socialism (2003,
ed. 1. Lkhagvasuren; in Mongolian)

The Twentieth Century in Mongolia: Interviews About the Way to Socialism (2003,
ed. Yuki Konagaya; in Japanese)

A Catalogue of the Bon Kanjur (Bon Studies 8; 2003; ed. Dan Martin; in English
and Tibetan)

Current Status and Issues of Studies in Endangered Languages (2003; ed. Osamu
Sakiyama; in Japanese)

A Survey of Bonpo Monasteries and Temples in Tibet and the Himalaya (Bon Studies
7; 2003; eds. Samten G. Karmay, Yasuhiko Nagano; in English)

Tourism and Gender (2003; eds. Shuzo Ishimori, Emiko Yasufuku; in Japanese)
Synthetic Materials and the Museum Object (2003; ed. Naoko Sonoda; in Japanese)
Using Multimedia in Ethnology (2003; ed. Yasuhiro Omori; in Japanese)
Hunter-Gatherer Societies as Open Systems (2002; ed. Shiro Sasaki; in Japanese)

New Perspectives on the Study of Prehistoric Hunter-Gatherer Cultures (2002; ed.
Shiro Sasaki; in Japanese)
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