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In this paper, based on an on-the-spot survey, the relationships between local residents
and local government in tourism development of Baihua village, Lijiang, China, were
examined. As the result, the background which has made it possible for local residents to
develop rural tourism autonomously can be summarized as follows: (1) The role of “third
sector organization” in the early stage of development, (2) Correspondence of community
scale and land area for development, (3) Existence of traditional social relationships and rules
within the community. These findings strongly indicate that it is one of the important points
for self-sustaining tourism-development to establish a complementary relationship between
local residents and local government by organizing an interested party.
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