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Lately in Japan, ecotourism has been attracting a growing interest as a vehicle for
conservation of natural and cultural heritage through the use of these resources for tourism
purpose. One of the factors behind this trend is an increasing awareness of significant
benefits provided by ecotourism. Among various goals of ecotourism development, the most
significant one is to achieve a symbiotic relationship between tourism development and the
conservation of natural and cultural heritage. Therefore, ecotourism will not be successful
without the establishment of the sustainable framework that fosters positive links between
these two factors, which seem to conflict with each other.

This paper provides a definition of ecotourism from a perspective that ecotourism is a
system composed of three sectors: tourism, environment, and community. The analysis of
the leading examples of ecotourism destinations is offered to identify the segment that has
been taking a leading role to develop such system, and to suggest the desirable management
strategies for conservation. The author concludes that the most sustainable and effective
strategy for ecotourism development in Japan is to establish the system that facilitates and

encourages the involvement of local community both in environmental conservation and
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tourism development.
Finally, this paper indicates the direction of ecotourism. The final stage of ecotourism
development will be a creation of new lifestyle that enables local community to develop their

own systems and rules to conserve their whole living environment.
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Wildlife Tour
Tours which have reéasonable
content relating to wildlife.

Environmental Tour

Tours which have reasonable
content relating to the envir-
onment and/Sor mankind's
redationahip to the emviroament.
Eco Tourism

When operators exert
minimum impact upon the
envirenment in which they are
operating: e.g. tours limited to

small groups only, especially in_

sensitive fragile areas: and
‘environmentally friendly’
supplies are used,
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