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The Importance of Cultural Heritage in Ecotourism
A Case Study of the Tikar People in the Republic of Cameroon

Chiaki Shimoyasuba
Osaka University of Arts
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VA R [ E ] OBEICOWTORGBINIAL Lze 7T AV AOBRE - 47
VLI N=7IZAFE [FFAL ¥ 74 X A —=F ¥ — (Design with Nature)] {ZBWT,
G X7 2 % I Lz LA m T L LCo [HugEREEFm (ecological planning) | &
WA T aw Y —RUE | 23R_E L7z, FEEPIRTELK, 77U h, A A — VIR
P TIT > TEZBIATICE VT, T4 A= VOEFHHED AN E DAL TEEE 2L e
THRMALR 7 = I XA WA TAEFHIS, ESoHARBIRan Y —RBOHF L2 MRTHZ L
MTEz TOMBUIIATED A ERE LEE L L TORIBIALR EA % HRDEAET 5720 T
Y=Y ZAOUWREENRHVE ZATH Y, AR EENRE T za Y- XA
DFEMEICEE LB #E R T2T,

The deterioration of the natural environment and serious pollution became a major
social problem since the 1960's in industrialized countries, and vigorous discussion about the
“concept of ecology” and “sustainable development” took place. The American landscape
planner Ian L. McHarg in his book “Design with Nature” proposed “ecological planning” as
a land use planning technique in which a geographic information system was applied. This
author was able to identify the folk cultures with royal palaces and animism in the indigenous
religion, such as that inherited by the monarchy of the Tikar people during field research in
the North-West Province of the Republic of Cameroon that he conducted since 1987. There
are folk cultures and a rich natural environment in this region, and tourists have a lot to learn
from them. This region has a high potentiality for ecotourism, and ecological planning can be

used to protect the environment while doing environmentally suitable ecotourism.
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