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Challenges to the field and from the field
— A Case Study of the Issue on Cadaver Transplant in 1980s and 1990s —

Emiko Namihira
Professor Emeritus of Ochanomizu University
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In this paper applied anthropology or anthropology of practice is defined as performances
which depend on anthropological theory and methods to solve social problems. In each
performance some anthropologists collaborate in studies, planning and activities with the
people in the field, some are requested for consulting and advising, or others are asked to
express their opinions about problems that could not be presented by medical professionals
but by anthropologists.

This paper reports the author’s performance from 1986 to 1997 of anthropological anal-
yses and exchanging opinions with medical practitioners on the important issue of cadaver
transplantation, and also discusses the method employed and strategy in the long process.
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