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This paper examines the present status and problems of sex education in schools in
Korea. In Korea, with the strong influence of Confucian tradition, issues related to sex
tended to be avoided in public discourse. However, rapid industrialization, the inflow of
sexually liberated Western culture, and the increase in early physical maturity of youth who
had little or no knowledge related to sex, all together brought a rash of sex problems among
young people. This resulted in an active debate in the 1970s over the need for sex educa-
tion in schools, and in 1982 the Ministry of Education, for the first time, officially declared
that sex education would be provided in schools. Since then, the Korean government has
promoted sex education in schools by compiling and distributing guidebooks for teachers,
clarifying the basic policy for school sex education, and designating how many hours a year
should be devoted to sex education. Though school sex education in Korea has made a
great leap forward in recent years, there are still many problems. This paper illustrates the
present status of school sex education in Korea from an institutional and operational

perspective and discusses its problems.
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KEFEREE) ICANS XD ITHEL TV 5o VEEE 4 RIRTMVERL 20034 BE 0 42 it
RIUNIES IZH B X 91T, 99.0% L RVERFERL TS, FITY 7V - 6 - 5% -
T - B IRIE - FMNEE )T OFEEIRIZ100% OERFETH 2 (FE ANWE IR
2004a)

x5 MHEFHEFEFERERE (20035FE)

e (BERTEEICER) ALK il
FRER 10301 (6,416) 104 10,405
[Epe 99.0% (61.7%) 1.0% 100.0%

(BE AIWEIRER 2004a)

2 VEBCH FENE )

Bl EEERO KT, EMIBRBEOREE (OB 1~ 2 Bt
FHHE) 2EMT S & 5 BEAATDIT B, 20034 0 P4 MW B 129,00
W (WIa52eA — 82051, Hrafis — 9.8WE[H], ESS2AR —8.OWF]) THHA, ZIIIHIE
HE S A S HGE T8 2 IS B CO.SRERINY & % > T\ o 1l - BT IO T A%
HRIRE 6 1R L7230 Th D (8 AIGREIRES 2004a).

®6 - BRETIMEHERRFRMORE (2003F)

kpl o MW L B OB OB O & Kk om % B X
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(B ANWEIRE 2004a)
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(BHE AEIRER 2004a)
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AR EEBIER ST IS 2 5 2 L TH D EBRT WD, FiFE LT, (1) REWN
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3 PEBH RS Bk
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(BB NG 2004a)
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