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Constructing a Welfare Community:
A step toward Application of Anthropology
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To address our aging society with fewer children, we need to reconstruct communities
that are collapsing. The purpose of this paper is to see if anthropologists can analyze,
through anthropological knowledge such as the holistic approach, the process of construc-
tion of a welfare community. Specifically, I will show the case of Okinawa. In Okinawa a
small administrative unit called the Aza is trying to construct a welfare community as a
leader.

The Aza has Jichikai, which means neighborhood community associations, and has run
Kominkan, meaning community centers since the Ryukyu Dynasty. Nowadays fewer and
fewer young families tend to join the neighborhood community associations. Therefore
there are attempts to get them to join. For example, they hold parties for young mothers
who have no one to go to for advice on child raising at community centers once a week.
They are expected to be interested in the Aza itself and the neighborhood community asso-
ciation through the experience of taking part in the party. However, in reality, they don’t get
interested in them, but construct original networks with the mothers they came to know at
the party, and exchange information on child raising.

Through this case, I will rethink the construction of the welfare community.

* key words: holistic approach, aging society with a falling birthrate, welfare community
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