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I become a staff member of the Yamaguchi University Graduate School of Medicine in
1997, and since then I have taught medical students the importance of the sociocultural
aspects of medical treatments. I have found that the following problems exist in medical
education when we introduce the views, methods, and findings of cultural anthropology.
((1) There are various gaps that should be bridged between the natural sciences and the
social sciences. We should show students the continuities between man’s biological aspects
and sociocultural aspects in medical education.

(2) Contemporary medicine depends on individualistic thought. Therefore, the concepts of
society, especially the aspects of social relationships in everyday life are disregarded in
medical treatment and medical educations.

(3) The staff and students of medical schools lack understanding about the popular sector of
the health care system.

(4) Students tend to expect to be taught practicalities more than academic understandings in
classes.

I would like to propose the following solutions to these problems.
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(1) We should insist on the importance of an ecological way of thinking to the students.
And, We must show them the continuities of the ecological aspects and the sociocultural
aspects of health care.

(2) We can bridge the gap between human biology and the social sciences by using the
concept of the body and life.

(3) We can introduce real images of the popular sector of health care to the students by
using abundant ethnographic sources.

(4) We can satisfy pragmatic interests of medical students in using problem based learning
(PBL) including sociocultural problems.

I have always thought about the question “What is anthropology?” while participating
in medical education for the last ten years, and I have found the following two roles that I
can describe here.

The first is to present the real ethnographic material related to the health care of lay
people in everyday life. The second is to relate a variety of natural, human, social sciences
concerning medicine. When thinking about the latter, it is necessary to ask about the rela-
tion between physical anthropology and cultural anthropology. It is also necessary to recon-
sider the position of anthropology in various sciences.

* key words: medical education, body, life, society, popular sector, PBL
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