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Introduction

Yukako Yoshida
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Since the 1980s, anthropology has moved beyond simple examination of
how objects are used by humans and how humans assign meaning and value

to them. Anthropology is dedicated to examination of the processes which
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form through events generated by the interaction between humans and mate-
rial things, and how things influence humans. Similarly, the issue of how
materiality relates to these processes is gaining importance. Our study was
designed to uncover new vantage points for research exploring the perform-
ing arts by highlighting the interest shown in the “anthropology of material-
ity”. We aim at redefining the performing arts as a sphere of activity woven
together by humans and things and aim at using this definition to consider
how things relate to human expression and the transmission of an art form.
Those studies also devote attention to the processes by which objects and
their materiality stimulate imagination and creativity. Some new topics appear
from such a perspective: the effect of human-thing relations off-stage; the
effects of international and intercultural flows of objects; and the interpenetra-
tive ways humans and things (such as musical instruments, or the bodies of
others) are “at one”.
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