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Salmons in the Ainu Societies
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The Ainu people have had a culture that depended on salmon resources that were rich in Hokkaido, Southern
Sakhalin and Kurile Islands. Especially in Hokkaido, salmons like chum salmon, pink salmon and cherry salmon were
used as stable resources that which they could catch from spring to early winter. It could be said that the Ainu could
potentially use a lot of chum salmons, over one hundred per year before the spread of commercial salmon fishing in
the Edo era. Salmons were used not only as self-diet but also as a trading article, and their beliefs in salmon
indicates its importance. Chum salmon is special food and special fish for the Ainu.

In this paper we would like to examine the position of salmons in the Ainu culture in relation to subsistence,
food and spiritual world. The salmon usage in the Ainu society weakened gradually due to commercial fishing in Edo
era and catch control from early Meiji era. Thereafter the Ainu people were not allowed to catch salmons except for
some fishermen. Nevertheless, the recent move to recover salmon culture in the Ainu born fruit in the form of
salmon ceremonies held in several cities of Hokkaido. Today salmon resource is rich in the coast of Hokkaido due to
the improvement of hatching and discharge program. Chum salmon was a delicacy, but now its status is not so high.
From the view point of conservation of limited marine resources, we should to recover the status as kamui-chep, god

fish.
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