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This paper introduces the process by which the Sakizaya, a group of
indigenous peoples in Taiwan, created new clothes as a means to visualize
their ethnicity. Social and ethnic relations, politics, consciousness of authen-
ticity on their cultural history and economic efficiency are also discussed.
The Sakizaya people attempts to visualize their ethnicity to complete the
name correction as Sakizaya, an independent indigenous group.

In the absence of historical materials certifying the uniqueness of the
folk clothes of Sakizaya, Sakizaya tried to create new clothes recognized as
theirs by other peoples and by themselves. The Sakizaya have been influ-
enced strongly by other indigenous peoples and the majority Han Taiwanese
and they did not pass down ethnic costumes. Sakizaya peoples strove to make
new clothes that differed from those of other ethnic groups and which empha-
sized the Sakizaya identity. Historical experiences and the symbolic things
were implied in embroidery of clothes.

It is expected that Sakizaya’s clothes not only emphasize the identity and
cultural characteristics of wearing people but also play a role to make the
people who wear it to be received from others. It is one of the important
functions of clothes to be approved by others.
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