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‘Civilization Around Table’ Movement in China Since 2000

£ B
WANG Si

Abstract: Chinese food consumption is increasingly on the rise in contemporary days. However,
the disparity between food production and consumption becomes more obvious. On one hand, the
younger generation is eager to be part of the global community, and many deem it should get
started from the dining table. On the other hand, Chinese are criticized a lot for their food safety,
improper dietary and bad table manners. It is against this background the social movement of
‘Civilization Around Table” % 52 3 happened that people advocate to behave well and choose a
new lifestyle in the foodservice industry.

To fully explore the external force and the internal stimulus around this movement, this paper
analyses four discourses in the public space: the official, the catering, the academic and the general
public. Each of them has different concepts, narratives and practices about ‘Civilization Around Table’.

Based on the fieldwork in several restaurants, mainly by collecting publicity materials from
local governments and relevant reports from mainstream media, the paper doubts the limited influ-
ence of administration on people’s ethics and behaviors. Meanwhile, it notes that the non-official
groups are being active in their own ways. Also, from an in-depth interview with several staff from
a typical restaurant in Ji’nan, it attempts to explore the catering staff’s attitudes and perspectives
toward this social movement.

Unlike the traditional ways of fieldwork, an initiative titled “What remains in your plates?”” was
launched that encouraged friends and acquaintances in social media to upload images of leftovers
at the table after they finish eating. These images were then analyzed, and interviews were con-
ducted with some of these uploaders to inquire about their attitudes and customs around tables.

Finally, it finds that the ‘catering man’ %7k A\ was a new term coined firstly by a food scholar
two decades ago, to describe employers and employees in the foodservice industry of China. The
term was soon widely accepted in the industry. It characterizes people in the foodservice industry
as a social group rather than a mere profession, and this new identity has increased awareness of
their responsibilities. Moreover, it’s a key to unblock the barrier between this group and food
scholars, as many food scholars include themselves in this social group. Their studies and advo-
cates are considered more and more significant by the catering man. Through the interview with
the food scholar, it explains how the academia is impacting the foodservice industry. Even some
public figures are playing a positive role as well as cultural authorities, which would change peo-

ple’s attitude and value toward food.
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TEE e FE VR SRR IR, 5208 4 BRI BB R SCHRF R KT, RIS 5% R Sy
PR E AR, RIER M S 2 ISR, B AL S SORS ST (v
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ML ERILL BT R ESCER MR, Bl -AER S ST R ERE S5 H
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B AR S TARRRE S SC AR e B 5 1, XA B 2 — R (e i pE 2 SC A
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