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Art in Criticism of Capitalism: Case of ASARO in Oaxaca

Hidetsugu Yamakoshi
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This article presents the argument that activities of the street artist collec-
tive Asamblea de Artistas Revolucionarios de Oaxaca (ASARO) are not only
influenced by the European Art market, but also that their art and people show
a rich mutual relationship in the local context. During the anti-state govern-
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ment movement in Oaxaca in 2006, many artist collectives joined in accusing
the state government through their art. Street art produced by ASARO artists
spread into the world through the media. Soon, their street art gained popularity
after being regarded as “Revolutionary Art.” However, some actors including
art curators interfered with their activity. These days, ASARO is criticizing
the capitalism which threatens their lifestyle and livelihood. They also imag-
ine an alternative community called “Pueblo” in solidarity with local youth
groups. This article describes the unique and vernacular relationship prevailing

between their art and people.
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