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Trends and Problems in Studies of Nong Zhigao, a Zhuang “Ethnic Hero”

Shigeyuki Tsukada
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This article analyzes trends in current Chinese studies on Nong Zhigao
(1025-1055?), who led a revolt against the Song dynasty during the mid-11"
century. It also takes up several problems not traditionally researched.

Starting in the late 1950’s and into the 1960’s, discussions primarily cen-

tered on the representation of Nong’s rebellion as a developmental stage of
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Marxism. After the Sino-Vietnamese War of 1979, though, the debate shifted
to a focus on the issue of his nationality, with the theory becoming preva-
lent that he was Chinese. In the late 1990’s, however, it was proposed that he
was instead an ethnic hero of the Zhuang, a minority in China, and that opin-
ion became reinforced after the year 2000. The positioning of Nong Zhigao as
a patriot thus strengthened with the spread of ethnic nationalism in China. In
addition, the debate spread to China’s Yunnan Province and continental South-
cast Asia, with the media also participating.

In the first decade of the 21* century, websites emerged that saw the gen-
eral public enter the debate. Comments successively appeared from various
regions, broadening the debate.

In China today, various interpretations have already been developed con-
cerning Nong’s life, and the trend seems to be for new ones still to emerge.
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