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Image of Tibet in Modern Japan and the West

Yasuko Komoto
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Helena Petrovna Blavatsky is known as one of the persons who estab-
lished the doctrine of Theosophical Society. It should be pointed that she had
a religious and metaphysical orientation toward Tibet. For example, her house
in New York was called a “lamasery.” But various items in her rooms were
not directly related to Tibet, and the people in the house were neither Tibetan
nor monks of Tibetan Buddhism. Although the relationship between her
“lamasery” and real things of Tibet seems unclear, then, her house was given
the name “lamasery”. That fact suggests a close relationship between Bla-
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vatsky and Tibet.

At the same time, in Japan, young Buddhists were gathering earnestly
new information concerning Buddhism in the West, such as research devel-
opments on Buddhism. The Theosophical Society and their publications were
important sources of information for those young monks. They also got the
information about Tibet through those contacts.

The aim of this study is to discuss the circumstances surrounding and
concerning Blavatsky, in order to clarify characteristics of the formation of

the image of Tibet in modern Japan and the West.
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19 A EPEORCKICBIT 2RLBIC Il T 201k, FXy MZowT, OFIHhwn
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Np0iE, FPHNTRADBEEDOILEE LS DR THILT 5 K222 LTh
%o

=0y SOILEIIZEIC BV CLE, 1870 BRI A - B IAF L v 9 X557
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AT, BIZIE, BERES V FBUTOEEREE LTFy MNEAMBICHEEL, F
Ny MIDWTOWEERIT>TeA—AT 4 ¥ - 75T Vo [FXy bo(L#] (1895
) IZBWTHOLND L)1, BRESEFICHESIND T TIZE > Tz (Waddell 1895:
25)

SHTHLOE, V—RA=F1 514 XD, 20 [ML#%] otkz, DTok
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Wrgr, MmO 2o oBg, Mg ASE, ERGMER, SR, )RR
b, EREH, S E LTEITS51LE  (Rhys Davids 1925: 250)
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