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Problems of New World cultural origins as seen from Beringia

Yoshinobu Kortani

This paper reviews recent developments of studies on pre-
historic cultures and paleoecological conditions in Beringia,
formerly exposed land mass in the Bering Strait region during the
Late Wisconsin period. Noteworthy is the implication that the
vast expanses of the Circumpolar region were mainly steppe-
tundra, providing favorable conditions for large. mammals and,
eventually, for man, and only locally covered by glaciers on high
mountains and by boreal forest along major river systems.

The Paleoindian tradition, which is widely distributed from
the Greater Southwest and Plains to the Eastern Woodlands,
has been regarded as the oldest cultural manifestation in the
New World. The American Paleoarctic tradition, radiocarbon
dated from ca. 11,500 to 8000 B.P. and regarded as the earliest
in Beringia, chronologically parallels the former and is represent-
ed by two internally heterogeneous groups of sites in Alaska.

Cultural materials recently reported from the Meadowcroft
Rock-shelter and other sites in the Americas are radiocarbon dated
from ca. 20,000 to 14,000 B.P. and characterized by blade and
point manufacturing techniques as well as unifacial flaking.
The presence of these techniques temporally prior to both the
Palecindian and American Paleoarctic traditions indicates some
cultural relations with the Upper Paleolithic culture in Eastern
Siberia and is suggestive of the cultural basis from which these
two traditions developed locally in North America. In the light
of these new data, it is necessary to reconsider the traditional
view that the Paleoindian tradition is the oldest in the New World.
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CEDLDTREREELEL L EBTFRING, 203, 128, 258, vr¥
BREDORT v PHRECEBT T 2HEUBBL L, Tk KBMEARIHYSED L
L EEE%T . BALBMOBUELEXLZ2AKOBAOR, YROZ LML, B
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2o H 4 B3R, 19,6004-3000 B. P. 5 14,7004-1400B. P. oficfE S
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Hv, MEEOYH, w2 F Y, BHEAA»SEEB LTS, ME LK
HABMOENHL LTS,
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RV—=DAY 2k Y «F « 745 ZAMFTLEFIREBINF 2 Lo FEHiIcBL
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Nesa 1970] ic &K {4 TV 5% [Lyncr and Kennepy 1970],

Farralavr vy s 2R3, REBRER, BALUCERLZ S O=ZARRES,
FERES, NERLES, BROTLVy v+ —, B, KD/ 1, BEHEHE,
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WHR (24), WMIUER (25), KILEEHR, AEIBEHHELELTVE, &
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45915, 000EFT O & SR EN T35 [MiraMBeLL 1978], R#EADB F v
VFLIR, ABRORZ VA -—BRAEINTED, 22, 000FFicERSHT o0
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—%, bFSotavTi T3 23,1504950 B. P. (GX-950) 0FERNBZ SN T3
B, BRAOANMELLTHS,

FFotavEEE, TREXKEEROLDOERGEET, FIAETE O LKE
HREFREZHZIABRVBRLL TN Z, LHL, WEETTOLIH, li# LIAAIK
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PBEOIS BT ETL L&, FREOABOBER/ v —T 4 X, 7xVY
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TIAAEAFLRBEBHETOEETREDON TV B/ L A B, XLESE
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(a) A=K 7 v YD

1970FERICAF £ D2 —a VEMNA—NF « 7 o Y RAWTE, ZOOHAIEMHE
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ETH5 [Irvine 1971, 1978; Irvine and HariNeTON 1973; JopLINg, IRVING
and Beese 1981], B_OBEHE R » FEZEHEDE -7 vREJLETS
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BEZRZ, ChoDBHIKbEISE, Fe53H— 7)Y IFEFBY X VvV
K EBAR I T vy 7 ZLUERIEE QKRS AL B E U TORABNE LSO
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[Dixon 1975],
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TYVa-vy VABETOU AF 7 BEOMETHB/NG « TFH 77 EI1Z, 19304
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T 5 Z2HTEREFENE 3T 7 JIIFHEROBTRICHAET 24 =4V « £#—F4
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% % [Powers and HamizTon 1978],

TAtBR Y 2 #EFE LTI 4RRY b h, B1E (ETE) 8 11,1204-250 (SI-
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