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in Modern Korean Society

Toshio ASAKURA

Korean society has experienced various social changes since the
1960s, namely urbanization, industrialization, and the prevalence of
Christianity. In that process, Korea has been reevaluating its traditional
culture.

This study will clarify how the term “traditional culture” is used in
present Korean society, and quoting from preceding studies it will show
how the reevaluation of “traditional culture” manifests. The developing
situation after the 1980s will be considered within the scope of the
reevaluation of the traditional culture since the 1960s.

The culture of traditional Korean society had a dual structure of a
Confucian culture and a folk culture, but even in the present society, in
fact, these two cultures manifest at various levels and in various phases.

The Korean folk culture, persisting and yet changing its appearance,
is adjusting to the present society. It manifests in combination with
religion, especially Christianity.

As for the Confucian culture, there is a tendency of trying to make
the munjung’s position higher in local communities, as an ascending cur-
rent for the Yangban. This tendency creates the phenomenon of
“yangbanization of all the Korean nation” with the expansion of the mid-
dle classes, the intellectuals and others. Further, the recognition that the
public order is corrupted promotes the reevaluation of Confucian ethics
as a moral standard.

Such a reperception of the traditional culture is also seen in the
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traditional public entertainments. In the Festivals of Traditional
Culture and the All Korea Folk Customs Exhibition, the cultural policy
to research, preserve, and reenact the traditional culture was undertaken
by the government, and culture has been reformed and extended as a
uniting symbol of state. Moreover, as seen in mask plays and Kut,
culture has been manipulated and extended as a symbol of the people.

These manipulations, started in the 1960s, have become promoted
with louder voices since the 1980s. This development corresponds to the
changes in social and cultural conditions in Korea, and at the same time
it is promoted and fostered by various cultural policies and the mass-com-
munication media.

The establishment of an independent identity based on the tradition
of the national culture is an old and enduring subject in Korean history,
and it is a goal that continues to be sought in the society of multiple
values today.
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