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A Name as a Mnemonic Device:
An Ethnographic Study of Personal Names among
the Central San (|Gui and ||Gana)

Kazuyoshi SUGAWARA

This paper investigates the naming convention of the |Guikhoe and
l|Ganakhoe San (abbreviated as |Gui/||Gana), inhabiting the Xade area
in the mid western part of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve,
Botswana. In |Gui/[/Gana society, newborn babies are most usually
named by their father, or less frequently by their mother or other
kinsmen, after some conspicuous incident which occurred during
pregnancy or infancy. The primary purpose of this investigation is to
elucidate the social, cultural, and historical contexts underlying the per-
sonal names, by analyzing the anecdotes from which they were derived.

In order to prepare the theoretical background, semiotic and
philosophical arguments about proper names are briefly reviewed.
Agreeing with the “causal scheme of reference” proposed by Kripke, I
wish to emphasize the following 2 points as the most basic conditions
under which a proper name functions as a “rigid designator” that refers
to the same individual in every possible world: (a) An individual is
perceived as a discrete unit, and (b) The name is given by the other (s)
to this unit. More specifically, for the anthropological investigation of
personal names, it is useful to distinguish the following three aspects.
(@) The denotation of a name: often accompanied with some qualifier, it
necessarily refers to an individual. (8) The signifying function of a
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name: So far as it is composed of various grammatical particles, or lex-
emes, it has a literal meaning. (y) The connotation of a name: in the
whole set of names specific to any society, each one, being opposed to the
others, might have some positional value in the structure.

A quantitative analysis was carried out of cases collected from 202
persons (94 males and 108 females). Six age brackets were distin-
guished; Old, Middle, Adult, Young adult, Adolescent, and Juvenile.
Most of those belonging to the last bracket were born after the enforce-
ment of the Remote Area Development Programme starting in 1979,
which promoted sedentarization. Near 70 percent of those in this
bracket had names of Setswana origin. This indicates that the tradi-
tional |Gui/||Gana naming practice of their own language is now under a
rapid process of extinction. Those names for which the original
Setswana words could not be ascertained were excluded from the follow-
ing analysis. Thus the names of 167 persons, including only 2 pairs with
the same name, were analyzed in detail.

The anecdotes after which these 167 persons had been named were
classified into the following types; (1) circumstances of the marriage,
(2) the physical condition of the mother during the prenatal or
neonatal periods, ( 3 ) conflict derived from extra-marital sexual relation-
ships called ‘zdaku,’ (4 ) other kinds of conflict between husband and
wife, (5 ) social conflict, (6 ) economic conflict, ( 7 ) relationship with
the Bakgalagadi agro-pastoralists (‘+kébe’), (8) hunting/gathering,
(9) the name of land, (10) sociability, and (11) the appearance or
physical condition of the infant. Type ( 3 ) included the most frequent
cases, which indicates the special significance of the ‘zaaku’ relationship
for the social life of the |Gui/||Gana. More than 40 percent of the total
cases could be categorized into the broader class of “conflict” that in-
cludes types (3 )-(6). This point suggests that the primary signifying
function of the |Gui/||Gana names is to encode negative insinuations
targeting one’s conjugal partner, kinsmen, or co-residents. Examining
the distribution of the above types of anecdote among the age brackets,
type (7), i.e., the relationship with the Bakgalagadi, was significantly fre-
quent in the Old/Middle bracket. This reflects the more memorable
nature of contact with the Bantu agro-pastoralists more than half a cen-
tury ago compared to recent times.

The process of naming was analyzed over a span of time after the
birth of a child. This analysis revealed that the name was not deter-
mined by an arbitrary decision of the father or mother, but gradually
negotiated through communal interpretation of the social context in
which its birth had been embedded. Several cases of naming were
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scrutinized over the course of the life history of a few old male infor-
mants. Especially, the narrative by an old |Gui man supplied evidence
that the |Gui/||Gana had maintained a reciprocal relationship with
another San linguistic group, the Eastern +Hod4, seeking refuge in each
other’s territory in severe drought.

The investigation was also directed at the various ways in which peo-
ple referred to or addressed one another in everyday conversation. As
the most personal names of the |Gui/||Gana are composed of common
nouns and verbs, the literal meaning of each name cannot help being
evoked at each usage for reference. Therefore the encoded content of a
name is open to the possibility of re-interpretation which may not
necessarily coincide with the original context of naming. As practical
devices for reference, nicknames are most common between joking part-
ners, while teknonymy, “father/mother of X (the name of the first
child),” is preferred to the personal name when addressing an adult.

This naming custom among the |Gui/||Gana stands in sharp con-
trast to the “homonymous method” and “name relationship” among the !Kung
San. According to the terminology proposed by A. Deguchi, these two
San groups respectively exemplify opposite poles of a naming system,
“differentiation” and “iteration.” The discussion concentrates on how
the !Kung and the [Gui/||Gana make use of this specific symbolic
resource, the personal name. The !Kung make best use of this resource
to manipulate ongoing social relationships, while the |Gui/|/Gana,
through the process of naming, interpret and/or understand personal ex-
perience in a specific socio-cultural context, so as to communally
memorize and memorialize this interpretation and/or understanding.
In this sense, the naming custom of the |Gui/||Gana embodies a unique
mnemonic device. Although a similar naming system is very common
among various Bantu cultures, including Tswana, the peculiar feature of
the |Gui/||Gana is that the kinds of name are quite divergent, resulting
in a low proportion of “the same nmame.” It is concluded that this
divergence reflects the most essential characteristics of the everyday field
of |Gui/||Gana discourse, where naming is contiguous with ordinary
speech.
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EDELRNZ b DB, 2% VEAZPBEELNEERILT A ORIGLT, ZOK
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EBT 5, Rthc, FESEN BEF] T aLHERTHCEERYIL 5,

I. FREMIROBIE & FRETE

A FHIEOFRL 24 2 4 (Koilkom) DFFoRABEIL, 1979FKRA Y 7+
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X oT, AOWT0ADEENFEIL LTS [Ah 1986], £RIL, EZic=>oD
SEEMA 714 (|Gui) H IV (|Gana) BT B A%, £LTEDf, HRH 5~
) ERERAOEMALBELTE AV b REWES 5 Y (Bakgalagadi)
HE, 71 EHFFDODAxZESL% [ 714 A (IGuiko) [# > AJ (llGanako) &%
T559, S TCRRESAE LTREBALRAL (74 Trnr] 2Av, BEY—HE
LCERTBEZR 74/ Hr] LEELT D,

FEALLKR, 74 /7 F3BASERTAIRRBETH S b v w2 VR ERY
LT %, £FEBH L LT, ETFBRHONNERNS S, BHRMRSRMIE
LAERZ b It e, EHBEM [Osax1 1984], B, Rx2on 5 M [t
A 1989, 1996], €Y FHIFBERIC R obhTw5b, LEOFREFRHID - X

3) REO¥ VEMEORILTIE, /1 LHFFIRERER G/wi, G//ana LERINTELA,
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DELRLICH, FEHORECIELTE 71 Ol PO EBRERIC S 2 icbhh T
W3 [4F 1992], EBEALLIEE, BUNFORGBCEME v FEE My 1991] 2BA
itttz &idvz, F0EBLLY, LEind s 79 ORI TH B #+DH 1%
Tebr bR Zibh TERL D TH B HSBARE LT, EEFEEK -~~~ —
c 757 P NOREROFH L, BRIHFE~OEMA? DS [TaNaka 1991: 125],

INRTHPTT HERNT 4 EOFHED 7 CHIHEICIE L 123 D TH 5, AL
(X19875E 8 A~117, 19894E 8 A~128, 19924E 9 A~128, 199449 A~118TH
%o RAD 2 EOHMIIEBEMDERDOITTHOBRERMOAD 71 DF & v TIEA
DY, ZOFy v 7ORARBIRIINELEORELMC I TL, FLLOHEL,
BEABHLAREL L2, TRTUCDEERCHI-T, BIIZAD 71 OFEXHAE
FLLTE-LD, ZOFEEDIR S NBTEOTEDE T ARNCHEE LI ) TH
Sz T DR ITIBIFEOTHEFIEEB L7, —AREVWRLFFETEZ (74
DBRELHTIE (X 1 51E\)) ORIETH %,

AR E 2t BB DO\ TUIL198TE~198UFIIL, F DL F +» v TR ALIC,
Buonwi b grghs v v & o T, 1992F TS E DA < i hEiie
A VEEL—FRIIRol, EHLIRIMECIIFERINLT — 2 Ebicn, METE
T8 S MEORE L, 1992 K ¥ CREDLERET ¥RV, ¥, 194FEE
REEFEOEFERICEET 55 ) % IET 5 /oo THRERBVRE LRI TCE DT,
FRLRBTHWT5, BARBRCBELTE, KL AT T3IEY OERBEDHHE
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BHABETL, TEARFLDEII R R IR BEIBRCLOBELAL
X 5B, MBAUNAORE» S DOBERICE-THEL DD, TOEE D -1 A
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ka ikao k’x0 ama ‘X’ ca Fkii?), AXBF X, LOBMVHFCHLLILWEBEL,
Rb-THZELLEY, HBFOBEE1ALLKLWTHRRERA L) T,
1994FEOEELORER VKB VTL, BEHIXTRNTHREL, ThiTecEE
THECOITER Eole, £Dh T ) OIMIERAC VIR hRFE L, THHE
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BESFEORRRER Lich, LooWMTEIERMCIEBFRCOVTOE D OB
BERIUTHD, 9RF X hhJll#L, 71458« FFEOSEFTHRLY B k-
Twb [FI1 1993, AR THVSFRRELIAPNOREIL LIEBEC LIch -
[NAKAGAWA 19964,

M. 74,/ % 7O DBE—E BT

L B EEBRORME

19924 % Tz, BN, LHEIBADF 22 AV THRDOHEEXHL Z 1T
&l LL, 2O B3 EEL XS MEE/ FFRBOZRI TR, Y VFEDOHT
Bolce TTT, FA/HFHEAV Y o BRES T~ EOBRIO\VTHRNSNE
BpB, TDIHITIRE D LTh, 1980FR L hEAR Lot VIR b 55k
S oW TR TS,

WV R RFIC LIIERO NBEERN IR, HHEERO BRBRE~OBICHEEY
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1981), EEHE¥ED=FY 4 v+ v 4 ARV, THLDERRYNAT X[ 2135
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EDBH, Thbik 6 BEOFREIARAIZh, BB IIYEYr, AR TR, F—FH
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BCH U FPEREBYRET A Lind » THIERK & DBIGRRESE ALY R L
Tz, ELTBEL SHEH L7 [WiLMSEN 1983], By 4 v A A VIEREI W LHE
Eiobix TRELIR] (revisionist) #EEEL, ¥ VITEBERE L 100050 iz i
> TEEIREME R > TEEn b T, BURREFENL RO TlL, #BERT
T L AR TH o 7o & IR L1 [Wmsen and Densow  1990], = D#t¥i%
33T, VF+—F+ ) —%RLDETH VDY [EHIK] (traditionalist) ¥,
RYVFRENTT » VawvEAVE o OBFEFHBERYERETAEERLHKL,
WEOBRITE=FMBORMALTIIL KV ENRVERLERYFAL TV &%
B8 L7z [SoLway and LEe  1990],

AR FORIIDEED e TT TR, YXFEFHCHlEHT Y 50 L ORIl
G VOEEXYBELTWAZ EnbY [HE 1971:36], T OHED 7Y iR ds
WTh, A4/ HFEHS) EOEMINL D EL DI o LIXBFBEHI
3, COZ &R, EERBCHEVTIXL Y VFEOLRNALNEZ 06 EST
bhb, RETTIE T OERK L 7L - 1iREED b B O B IsEEBY S - L3 LS
LB, WEER LRFHER LRV, FEBKTS Y 7+ ZOBRRM LM
THDH (E1), EreEITITHI & LERBE, 192FRECI2ZRUT (G
ELEL)TIebbIBOELUCAE TR IcF b TH D, Z DFRBE T LowreT0-2—
v FEL DERIHY 7 F BT - T\ D, 7 T HIBICERAERFEHE S EA S hic
DIXI9TYENHTHHDT, ¥V 7 FHDZ UG E DI S EFE Lo BN

£l YUFROHR

B EF B A GEs EaE ) Tk it
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3 1/14 0/15 2/22 1/13 1/8 24/36  29/108
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LFEDWTIL, EERI D > T b, TEE | ISTUETRBOE, THE] IHBLE
A, FELREFRG IR, ERE—ALLD > Tuhiswy, MHEFE] 33T TEBEADTEY D,
(#%] DEDEFTFDFNRTTERALTNS, [EE] OFL, Ab 1 RHELHBL
7 19674E T T ERZ LTk, TR BR X Y OBERIRV0T, L [FE] B
ETHE) Brsunwil, EREBIBLTHEVRVE-> THATIERN DS, FMosE
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oz ¥ » V7 THE R I bh T, BERASEHAOEERIL LY ER 2
YROBREEZT B, BEAOINTICHERYTLALTILILERD D, &
te, BEUEXIILD ETIEMOLAGRBZIERIN TS, TOHTRT
DFERDVBIRANBRBINDDTH b, L1 RBBRVN/M1EE LIV FETHREbRA
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ERWT—BHThET L& BBEHRLTVS [Cote 1992:125], 71 5E,/ #FEBIC
I BGEHNEESTOEBICEEICHER Lo2oH 5L E Wbt hiis b
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# 1 D202BD e TIEY 7 FREDOBERPEFE L > ED LERVEDIEL->T
BDT, FhHEEBAL, 2HUT T, 16TADZRIEOVTH LW IR E Rk
otce T, WAL TRARTERLIV-0E, Y 7 FEBOLRIB 2T bhicTo
BerzoBwe@hs s, THIFTI/AE/ 710 BR] 2EL 8560850 L
WO ETHDB, Thbb, LELLRMENERILY 7FETH-TH, FHOBR
FHIBOHKE > HREX -V EFBRLTVD LS ETHS, 2HiLl
TOXHLLRIBRA LT —2Diehd b, O EDIRETEDTTHL,

(=6 1) 1985~19864E4 ¥ 11D B > F habatooka DHE [F DR HHE L]

71Ty, ME0ky Ry ] (cka kx’doko-ma mdd-chtma) DEHRILEEVH, X (K
ADS) BROF ¢ v TEBAE LBV X HF LT, 2% ) TRTFEEAR
DR x7:] (|kod-ma ?3ba cema tsaa) D THb, ZIEECDXIINELD, £DS
SFERTDIBTERIL, ke RDTRD T, k% BB L% -] (kx’doko-ma kene ya
kene ya kx’doko-ma mdd-sa +?4n) L RBRTC\ o DL S5 ISMEDOEVWEb LAER
THIL, YVIFRBEOEEARIGHA ST bRl o EHERLT, EBHNT — 41T
BEDIRNT EIZ LT,

FBECLUBEZ ST bRy ?FZ I EOFD L 5 CEREAEETERVWHDOME
WA, L EEOHROLZITTI -2 Y 7 FEOERALIERLOMENST O B

5) #wm v (Nharo) i¥, 71 /4> &E#kIs Khoe 3B/ v — 7B THEEEMATHY, *
D43~ v v~ (Ghanzi) DB} X O F DFEADES I & C, BESFECKBEL TS,

17



EIRKFEWERARE 2515

DAL, LA ThbOY 7 FEBAREL LTHESFECIBRCES T30
DT, FAB/ HFBOLMEFASECE IR SHTKRMTRERD LI, HF
Y L OBBRIE A S HF DTG DOT B L EERALT A BERO L TE LY
HEILHEYHD T3, 94/wfmw7»)&<rﬁ>(#mm)&;&@1

UTFoaficizrhb v by BRRY BT XERET 5,

2. BRLIhZBFEORR L HE

£S5 OBEEYBRI L EXBORBEDMTIE, FOHELeAH B\ WIETHED
BERTEHCESRTH00DEDH 5, Zhiz I EORE TR~ EORREED
f2H8 & EEA~OIRBEBEDALIE & OFRIALET % L 5 IsB20 Th b, thbod
KOIwBRNT 5 EROEDEMIT T HREDRSE ) W HRAKRE DT TH -1,
FOBFEOFR T L 2BEOA PR LTELDIDORKR2TH D,

b bAAEAR TTEIL] $AENHEY LD, SKicthaN - BHFRISUR
s TnbDTHEMD, BEHEBRAEN B tid, T3 %
LEETH D, TnszlE, KOBZFNIE2 TR, [FHEOWEXD] LW nT
=Y LD TH B,

#4M a dao-/noo A5 - &M [AA] ©
ROBEDEDFE Y a VE—E VI BHREBB LT, ¥ 2 VA -DORELC B2
EERENUAFRMOBIFHANLE? ) LI EHEL, £EEF I, 2T, Kixv s vE-K
Nkt N R S

ZDHEHNL, BIMBERCEOLAIBEO N T T —EDHIELTESLL, &
BRI OWTEB > TV A EFRT A LI TEDH K2 TR L» T AAHIL,
HL ETHLLeficlmL on b OEERAE L LT, THRE] 0LTHIX
MRxrE%HE LT, BxDARMOEOA XLV EDOERCRBBIRILDTH S,

6) PERIEHITHLLAMOBMMITNT OB Lc’d, 2 hE2IBTsRALESLE
cHEBEE S, 7R TERRE LERRIDEE Y OF %, XL ARNOREERL L LORK
r JW)%T?QEﬁm[ ] AR, FOESEYBEIE L, TAA] Lixt0E%d
S>TWBEBDATH Y, FOMOBELHE TRA] 152 cBBRrELT, &<k B
M) X FOEADORER L OSSR (pater) THYH, BT Bt EhE—FT
B LB, CORGEEACERERD e CHEIN B2, L EkREOBEY
ERTB LR, TRAS O] & [£), Rl [FE] LEBxktzrddb, K
BTHFONEE LEWEAZIRTXTHEHFRIELESR, 70 » 2 ORUAAFORE)
HERC R EREY () ARELE,
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11IFm !kaa-kema Vt+N Rotioy « 15 v L on ]
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32Fo  |]00-lkae Vi+Vi Feia « [@HT 5 v [FHEOREF]
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35Fy  |[?00-ma Vi’ +dr AT -5 [
36Fy  kx'ae-|xae-tsoo Vi+pst+N B ~DET E v [ ow ]
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5IMy *poroota porotlela BHTE (BT %35) " [ »]
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77F m  |nae-|lnae-khoe Vt+Vt+N Tl JAES - A ”
78Fa  *nyaatsa nyatsa RU'B (185) ”
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