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History of Ethnic Classification and Categorization
of the People of the Lower Amur Basin and Sakhalin
from the Middle of the 19th to the End of the 20th Century
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Indigenous people of the Lower Amur basin and Sakhalin are now
officially classified into the following eight ethnic groups: the Nanais,
Ul’chi, Orochi, Udegey, Negidals, Oroks, Evenks, and Nivkhi.
However, such a classification was established only in the 1930s. Pre-
viously the people had been classified and named in various ways both by
ethnologists and administrators. The purpose of this paper is to clarify
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the history of ethnic classification and categorization of the people of

these regions. In previous historical and ethnological studies ethnologi-
cal ethnic classification and administrative ethnic categories were often
confused, and this confusion has been one of the obstacles to the
progress of historical study of the indigenous people. In this paper I will
strictly distinguish the two and focus on the relation between them and

the ethnic identity of the people.
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IHIT, ZOHIROFEIARRMOMBO =Y V35 (F—F138) L3BbH e
SHMLB B, COHIBMOERNT A —NVIEHOAxLBZTY F (F—71) TH
BEREIRTUER, HODSERF—FAE I/ - VA IHEERERT, +—F
1BDO1IHELINTEL, L, TOBRDEEOHEHE/EABLT, 74—
ANAETDF —F 1 FBE ISR B Z LAERIhD X5 1cich, fhoBEd s
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