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There are a lot of lion dances in Japan. The lion dance is one of the
most popular Japanese folk performing arts. Japanese lion dances are
classified into two types. One is Futaridachi Shishimai and the other is
Hitoridachi Shishimai. Futaridachi means that one lion is played by two
or more than two performers, and Hitoridachi means that one lion is
played by a single performer. The difference between the two types is
not only form but also history.

Sanbiki Shishimai is one of the Hitoridachi Shishimai. In Sanbiki
Shishimai, a group of three performers dance together, each performer
playing one lion, putting a lion mask on his head and a drum on his
breast. More than 1,400 Sanbiki Shishimai are distributed over a wide
area. The range extends from Hokkaido to Shizuoka, the whole East
Japan area. On the other hand, in West Japan they can be seen only at
a few places.

The distribution has some characteristics. Sanbiki Shishimai are
seen in most prefectures of East Japan, but not over the whole area of
each prefecture. They are oddly distributed. They have variety in
some aspects, such as form, name, performing technique and so on.
Many local types can be seen in each area.

Some problems can be found in the distribution. For example,
what is the cause of the odd distribution? What is the relation between
Sanbiki Shishimai and other lion dances? Why can many local types be
seen in each area?

Old documents and records tell that Sanbiki Shishimai appeared
from the end of the Medieval Period to the beginning of the Edo Period,
increased as time passed, and its range spread from Hokkaido to
Shizuoka in the nineteenth century. In consideration of Sanbiki
Shishimai’ s history, it is necessary that the above-mentioned problems
be discussed from the viewpoints of both distribution and history.
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DL TNDDRTH D, BECTRBETIELTHEHD, »2>TEH 4« TiTb
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T KAR KRR EN D B, 16MiCic A% LB IR 2EEROBUIHEML, HBHEX
SO (1500-1526) FEEEICMHE L THE > AN ETH4SRR, RIELHF
(1573) OHEHBHERE OBIIEF - AT FHAI, RFEFRZIHER LK
51H, KIEI8F (1590) AL FHIEISLKRL LMFELYE ih % - L AEFiR
Mle &b 5,

LR b &, 5 LIBRIBICHENT 2, AB»LOEEREYH D%
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MZNBIRO =TT, BRI S 80 T4 FTOBER#ET 5 2 £ 23T
%59, HAEIERREO KRR LB S L OERCET 2 BILMic Roh
L5DOHRTHD, ZIEHFEINEGHEE TREZVET LFREh T B ML, B
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WFEOEFL, »OTREETREENIBEDDL LD ELEIh TV,
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T3,

W&, FREURXFHER PNERIIAR TR ehLth T A, 8 AciThbh 5itE
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