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Based on field research on the beliefs related to two mausoleums of
Hindu disciples of a Sufi saint in the Mewar region of western India, this
article aims to describe the dynamism of daily religious practices in this
region.

In south Asia, communalism is becoming the dominant political
discourse, and is beginning to have a strong effect on the religious
practices of everyday life. Religious places and activities are connected
to a specific religious ideology, and their natures require clarification
under the influence of the communal discourse.

The two saints interred at the mausoleums served the Sufi saint as
disciples, although they were high caste Hindus, and they lived through
the liminality between the communal boundaries of Hinduism and
Islam. The mausoleums were constructed from the end of the 1980s
through the 1990s, when communalism was resurgent in India. Their
structure and the religious practices observed at them, however, cleverly
fuse both Sufi and Hindu ¢lements.

This article tries to show how the saint and his disciples struggled to
create and sustain their own religious practices and negotiate with com-
munal discourse, by analyzing the symbolism of the mausoleums and
interviews with the disciples. It makes clear that the followers of these
mausoleum beliefs are firmly preserving their liminal religious practices
between Islam and Hinduism, and avoiding the influences of the com-
munal doctrines.
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