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Twelve Heroes, or Hero Twelve in the Jangyar Epic:
Reinterpretation of a Numeral in a Mongolian Epic

Mako Fujii

[Vrxran] g, el 2 [Fev] 8T TVZRCEERD
DEDIHZOENTWDEY INVEEFEFFHFTH Y, F& L CHETZIHEA
NT&7z, ZOMEKRMITIL, HE (BE), 7rvaAqs (@ 7), €2 I)VE
ThHb, PxY NV, ZOWEOERAGERLTIV=KLrE—-r=FO0r DN
FTHY, WIIE "12BE OMEIVLEESN TS, “128% @ [12]
EVIHENT—REIZTIZAL vy AR RTEE L AR SN TWDEY, FEB
WIZ 12 NSz W A% L, FRDSMCLBED LW Z 4 Bl s D,
KT, BETEZ2EHE20 12 "28E O0FHETXHRIL, 2o
‘DREE PR AIBRERETAIEEANET S, BEEORKE, 12 &
BEATIE R, EAEZFALE LTHVONTWAIGENEDONL, F LT,
e LTHWONLEE, ROL ) L3IDDERERLTVELbDLEX
bNb,

D RATHERENTATH LW, ERMIZATE EBFRO 2w [12]

EIIEN D 4
) [ TNy Fr—Vbw)FELSHEHICENER] &2 Thrw
EH OV DOEE

3) TV Y - Fr—Y I HADEL

ULEDERZLTZTANIA 2D v Y HVOEMICKIEHETE LT ¥
A MERDDLE, Z2ICBWTIE 12BF Tika, LA 6T 12EE
LW RBADVPERTH LI ENBEINL, T LT, ZOFRENLFOHE
TxUANVD 12BE EHOBONTWARFIZIEYEL L, ‘6T 2B

* [ 3 R A R B

Key Words : Jangyar, “twelve heroes”, “Hero Twelve”, “arban qoyar”, Kalmyk Jangyar, Xin-
jiang jangyar, numeral, proper noun, altan ¢eeji, qongyur

X—T—=F: VX VAV REBE, ANVAA TV I, FEY Y IV, B,
MAE%EH, TVF Y - Fz—T, Krdl

483



484

[ 37 RS T B 7

WZRHET 5 ST 12BE" L) REAMPHFEL T2 LRI NG, 7272
L, By v HAVDTFANDOE, IVAA T T X v HIVOBE L ITR,
D, 8THEE LwIyRFIE "125EF LRELNL LG, BEMTHDLL
LHENEV, TOZLRHES Y v HLVDOTFFAMT 1285 H[12 A0
FBE] ELTERIND L EMHBAMRSHLLDEEZOND, IVAA Y
T Y AVICBVWTIZ2) £3) ORFIMR SN WD, HiED v Y TNV OELE
ZIGHT AL, 6T REE" O [12] ICTVY Y - F2—TVOKREALZE
2% 5%,

PEc&y, "128%" o 2] &, —HIEmIn v L) R Aewn
INE TR WA S Ve TVE Y - Fo—UH [12)] TEINLBHIC
&, T12) LB S T 2 113] LT LOMENRATNSE, 0%
A, T11) &, T12] oZRE LTI T F A MCBlbN WD T, fRite
%Gh.TNWR, MNELEINDHTIE [12] CHETZH 9 0208 3]
E b, FIT, WY v o ANIIBITS [13] BPHVWONBEB T T
M52 Lilhb, ZEZBELT, [13] PHIFEOEZLIHRL TS
WEEEDRBE W EDANIIENL, TIVY Y - F2—ID [12] TEENLY
R, BETNVE Y - Fo-V L) QMR EEZ SNTWD [13] T
KENLBHEEN S L7-0THoeHfmSINd, ZOHE, TV Y -
Fr—VIEBEOFINERTEEZONLEFICB O THAOFE I AE
LREMODBETH LY, TVF Y - Fr—TV b &eo5ns [13) TEHR
DT OENLBHIEMOEIE, &5 VTHMOE2FIIEL TWD I &R
SNb,

EV IV BN THBORIZEMORE LD b Ei e AR EINLT L E2E
BlIZAND &, [13] CE#HSTFoNLHEHZERME BRI 7TV v -
F =T L DWIAENCOEDS T, TVY Y - Fo— U [12] TE#D
ToENLZEICE), HRMIZGZONTVIHRORFESEEL, 75
Yoo Fr—=UEM13] TREINDZFHLD L THICMESTONL LWV 2L
W27 be Lzi-T, T12] % T13] LWy BERSHWS R0, WiEoFR
BRBEDATFMFNZ BT A B S LAb Sz b &1 BT 5 KkFE
T 570 THolz /R LD bo

Epic is a special genre of folklore among the numerous Mongolian-
speaking peoples, one that plays an important role in investigating their cul-
ture, history, and mentality. The Jangyar epic, or epic song cycle, about
Jangyar, the leader of an imaginary state or region called “Aru-Bumba-yin-
Orun”, is widespread mainly among the western Mongols called Oyirat. It is
regarded as a literary work on a par with the Secret History of the Mongols
or the Geser epic.

Jangyar is accompanied by “arban qoyar”, fighting foreign or alien ene-
mies by his side. “Arban qoyar” is generally taken to mean “twelve heroes”, and
the number twelve has been widely accepted as the actual number of heroes.

But there are few statements about their names in the introduction of the seat-
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ing order of the heroes in the many versions of the Jangyar epic known to us.
In fact, often, the names of fewer than twelve heroes are referred to. Usually,
not only the number, but also the actual names, as well as the seating order of
the heroes differ from one version to another.
In this respect, the 17-chapter-Jangyar text transcribed by Taya from
the words of Arinpil, a famous Jangyar epic performer in today’s Xinjiang,
attracts our attention, for it contains precisely the twelve names of the twelve
heroes in the first chapter. The 17-chapter-Jangyar text is the most reliable
of the Xinjiang Jangyar texts at the moment, so this fact is significant. How-
ever, careful observation shows that one name is repeated. In actual fact, only
eleven heroes are presented.
In this paper, I would like to examine what exactly “arban qoyar” indi-
cates. For this purpose, all the passages in the 17-chapter-Jangyar text that
contain “arban qoyar” are scrutinized. This is followed by a detailed exami-
nation of the ways in which “arban qoyar” is used in various contexts. It is
concluded that the number “twelve” in “arban qoyar” can be taken both as
a numeral and as a proper noun. Scholars usually recognize “twelve” as a
numeral, but they have not yet examined it as a noun.
The usage of “twelve” as a proper noun has three meanings as follows:
1. a group called “the twelve heroes” consisting of twelve warriors or less.
The actual number is fundamentally irrelevant,

2. a group called “the twelve heroes” who may or may not be under the com-
mand of Altan Ceeji,

3. a hero called “Hero Twelve”, referring to Altan Geeji (one of Jangyar’s
heroes).

If we extend this examination to the Kalmyk Jangyar or the 25-chapter-
Jangyar text, the most reliable of the Kalmyk Jangyar texts, it is observed that
the expression “six thousand and twelve heroes” is used more frequently than
“arban qoyar”. This fact makes us aware that not only “arban qoyar” but also
“eight thousand and twelve heroes” appears in the 17-chapter-fangyar text. It
is true that expressions of “eight thousand heroes” are used in the 17-chapter-
Jangyar text separately from “arban qoyar” for the most part, but this phe-
nomenon shows the fact that the “arban qoyar” is treated as a numeral by the
performer of the 17-chapter-Jangyar text.

From the Kalmyk Jangyar or the 25-chapter-Jangyar text, however, we
cannot derive the second and the third meanings of “arban qoyar” mentioned
above. Nonetheless, it is possible to read a hint of Altan Ceeji in the expres-
sion of “arban qoyar” if we follow the analysis of the 17-chapter-Jangyar text
advanced in this paper.

We can understand why Altan ¢eeji is used metaphorically, especially if
compared with the number “thirteen”. An examination of the usage of “thir-
teen” in the 17-chapter-Jangyar text suggests that this number “thirteen” is
used as a metaphor for Qongyur or Giizeen-giimbe, the main warriors in the
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Jangyar epic. On the one hand, Altan &eeji seats himself in the first or the
most estimable seat on the right-hand side of Jangyar at all times, and on the
other hand, warriors labeled “thirteen” are seated either in the first seat on the
left-hand side of Jangyar or in the second seat on the right-hand side.

In Mongolian culture, the right-hand side is usually more respected than
the left. Therefore, according to this tradition, it seems that Altan Ceeji is
superior to Qongyur. But the arrangement of two numbers in order of decreas-
ing size allotted to the two worriors indicates that Altan Ceeji is inferior to
Qongyur. Such metaphorical uses are designed to conceal from listeners the
reversed order of daily routine or accepted order in the explicit narrative of
the Jangyar epic.
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