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This paper examines how the Ainu themselves accept the imposed image
of Ainu as a self-portrait in modern Japan. By doing so, this paper claims
that the Ainu speech movement of the 1920s-1930s resisted the discourse of
‘dying race’, by ‘appropriating’ the concept of assimilation to a ruling people.
In opposition to this concept, there were two kinds of appropriation which
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can be distinguished in the Ainu speech movement. Iboshi created a category
of Ainu distinguished from Wajin, based on a concept of ‘blood” outside the
hierarchy of ‘uncivilized’/*civilized’, and conceived assimilation as the sub-
sumption of such ‘Ainu’ under ‘Nihonjin” as the superordinate category. On
the other hand. Hiramura created a unique Ainu identity compatible with
being Wajin, and asserted that assimilation meant becoming Wajin. By appro-
priating the concept of assimilation, Ainu writers opposed the discourse of
‘dying race’, and forged a way to retaine the Ainu identity.
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