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The Process of Identity Formation among the Chinese Overseas in Japan:
Analysis of Their Life Histories
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This paper examines the formation of ethnic boundaries and identities
among the Chinese Overseas in Japan through the analysis of their life his-
tories. Nisei (the second generation) and Sansei (the third generation) were
born in different periods and vary in their philosophies. What are their chang-
ing views and definitions of Japanese, Chinese and Chinese Overseas, as the
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Chinese community has been assimilated into Japan? How do they identify
themselves? Especially compared to Nisei, what ethnic boundaries have San-
sei set in order to establish their identities? This paper will also discuss those
who have returned to the Chinese community for various reasons after trying
to live as Japanese. How did they recognize the division between Japanese
and Chinese Overseas and try to be a member of either community? Lastly,
based on the analysis, I will consider the formation of ethnic identities and the
meanings of Chinese-ness for Chinese Overseas, as well as the prospects for
the Chinese community in Japan.
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