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Overseas Scientific Expeditions from 1955 through 1965:
Japanese Anthropology and the Mass Media after the War
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After the loss of the former Japanese colonies and the occupied territo-
ries, many Japanese anthropologists organized mass-media-sponsored expedi-
tions, one of the few means of conducting scientific fieldwork. This phenom-
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enon was particularly notable in the period between 1955 and 1960, having
its roots in the alpinist expeditions to the Himalayas which began with anthro-
pologists’ participation in 1953. Distinguished expedition members included
Hitoshi Kihara, Nobuhiro Matsumoto, Masao Oka, Kaoru Tanaka, Kinji Iman-
ishi, Eiichiro Ishida, Namio Egami, Kosuke Yamashita, Sosuke Sugihara, Sei-
ichi Izumi, Sasuke Nakao, Jiro Kawakita, and Tadao Umesao, among others.

Most of the expeditions were accompanied by movie cameramen, whose
films were released in movie theaters, making the sponsorship profitable.
Newspaper reporters also used to follow them, headlining the expedition’s
activities, and publicizing exotic scenes or arcane scientific knowledge. News-
paper companies, after the expedition, organized exhibitions, expedition mem-
bers’ talks, and free film shows.

This partnership started to collapse around 1963, when the film industry
began to decay because of the rise of TV, and because ordinary citizens were
more able to make overseas trip. Another reason was that mass-media compa-
nies no longer needed academic authority, for they were free to organize their
own expeditions. In this situation, some expeditions tried to keep up partner-
ships with mass-media companies, though these declined in number. Fortu-
nately the Ministry of Education began to provide anthropologists with funds
for overseas research, enabling them to do fieldwork more easily. Thus, the
cooperation between academia and the mass media lasted only during the
period of insufficient governmental support for expeditions. However, as an
unintended result, the anthropological expeditions of this time led the general
public to recognize the significance of anthropological activity, which brings

knowledge of distant areas.
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