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Gong Making in Vietnam:
A Case Study in Phuoc Kieu Village

Eisuke Yanagisawa
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This paper reports on the gong manufacturing method used by the Kinh
people in Vietnam, based on a case study in Phuoc Kieu village near Hoi
An town on the central coast. In Phuoc Kieu village, gong smiths, who have
inherited knowledge and skills related to gong making handed down from
generation to generation, produce and sell gongs to ethnic minorities. The pro-
cess of gong making is as follows: on the first day, an original model is made;
on the second day, casting, polishing, voicing, and other processes are carried
out. Making an original model is the most important step in casting gongs
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and requires an especially high degree of skill. In addition, gong smiths
change the types and blending ratio of the metals used in casting to fulfill
the demands of the ethnic minorities. Duong Ngoc Sang, one of the best gong
smiths in the village, can tune gongs after casting them according to the dif-
ferent timbres and scales required by each ethnic minority. In this way, gong
smiths have long supported the gong culture in Vietnam by producing gongs
to meet the requirements of ethnic minorities.
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