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Similarities between the “Ko” of the Pre-Civil Code era and present day
Nonprofit Organizations (NPOs) in Japan

Masayuki Deguchi

HAOIEEFIHLAL (NPO) ikl i) 72 B4 1% 1898 4E O RILDMEATICIAF 5 .
100 fEF2 0 1998 SR\ IR E FINE B I 0561 T S 7z 1%, [NPOS &9 H
FEIRD o 72728, HARIZ BT 5 IFEFRMRIT B IH L v b o kv ) Fikds
IREY, HAROEHWHGEE O@EES LT LD Lol L@ ENTI 2
Molze ZNITK LT, SHEIZILTRAR L@ CBUFE T #0552 L
Po, WIEHARDONPOD 1 DDV —YThhbEEEREL.

A TG RERZ AT O S To [#3] oL, BUROIEEFIHIRO R
T &I L7z BB & —Fah & v o G RERATH 2 S FE L T2 D
EEREENCIND B, B, BE, NS U AR ER MG L BER, B
AR L, BESITMHL T 2B EUGERME A LT, BULOM ORIt
W5, 7z, —HERIIE RIS T 2R AL, HERSICL 2EETE
EATo Tz, Wake b2, PRGREMITRIR ST TIZBARN 2 ER Tk
EFHREE LTOBME AL T2 ERWS IR Y, SHHEE T
HIlklbhot,

The law on nonprofit organizations (NPOs) in Japan was put into effect
on the enactment of the Civil Code in 1898. The Specified Nonprofit Activ-
ities Promotion Act was promulgated in 1998. The Roman letter acronym
“NPO” has been in almost exclusive use since the latter act came into force.
In consequence, it has been widely supposed that nonprofit organizations in
Japan are relatively new and that there is no continuous relation between con-
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temporary NPOs and traditional organizations. Makoto Imada, on the con-
trary, has put forward the hypothesis that the traditional Japanese organization,
or “Ko”, is one of the roots of today’s NPOs, because a “Ko” established in
the Edo period has survived up to the present.

This paper takes as case studies two “ Ko” : the “Kan-on-ko” and the
“Isshin-ko” of the pre-Civil Code era and examines their missions, purposes
and governance. The “Kan-on-ko” had sustained endowment and a board of
directors. These can be pointed out as characteristics of a foundation. The
“Isshin-ko” had both members and a general meeting of members as a deci-
sion-making body. These can be pointed out as characteristics of an associa-
tion. They are characteristics sufficient for modern nonprofit organizations. It
will be found that multiple modern factors exist among the “Ko” of the Pre-
Civil Code era. Hence, this paper endorses Imada’s hypothesis.
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1 ILDIZ

HAOIEFE RO ML, 1898 (IR 31) 4 ICHEAT S M/-CuiEmr ik (1896 4
4 H27 HEEEHE 89 5) DORIHEAFIEIZL > THHE o720 AETIE 33 512 [HEA
INARFEHAM 2 A B SRV =T S LN AL T N FIEA] EFEANERERERO
JFHIZHRH L Cnd, 20 LT, 34 FIFERPORHEOEN (bW B 85EN),
35 RICEFEANEZHEL Tz, $abb, BEAGEFRICES AR IEHITE
DS, FERIIHUE L T I ABENE [AEAN] & TEREA] 027215725
72DOTHD, [EH—IFER] Lv)fhe [AR—Ie0m ()] L) #izsEizn
Bo [HFANEN] & TIEEFIEN] LIZKG LWL, E0¥ 4 7oK Rik
WCEEDEENE BNz DIZS, 3550 [FFREN] & 34 50 [IFEFIDD RO
N ZTOBEICR 72720, [FEEF2OIEAE] ORIE (£ 30K o
FEMENOEAHEENT LI TS L IFECHEE LTiEfsh Tz (Hb
1980; 47H 1993; 1LY - 1T 2000; ¥4+ 2001) o

BEFENCOWTIE, 34 5T, [S, FH. EE, . =R AR =
ANV = > F8EM T B b IVE I NEHET/ FT 758727 EN
AT FHR] EHESN, [, R B T HEE] PREOBIRE LT
BIFHN TV, & 2AH, HKIEFRERE, BIROEHOH b [5t, F=#l &
TRHEGEND (1951 424 A 3 HEEESE 126 7)) (2 X 23 80E AL, [ ] (3wt
¥ Btk 195143 7 29 HIEES 45 5) 12 X 2tk N, [
re FEEE) SRR (1949 4F 12 H 15 HEEAYEE 270 %) 1230 (i AIz L,
FnEEEsHIE SN, RELOXEEATIEI R otz 2F D, REEAT
BN BHSRHENIRELFRENTOAIEE KT, [HMAR] oL ZA751F
MHEELBEL T2 Lilh b, GO REHBITRICAREANL 2o 2R FEN 2
NiE, BEAEDPFEREN, HEFHEANEOMOEN LT ZEZ TnD, ZOH
B, AWENE VI EEO T FCHA T CIHEBIZ MG L T2 EANRIER I WY,

512, I TIE 1998 CPHL10) FOFEEIEE FGE)MRAED: (1998 43 A 25 H
R 7 5) OB ITHH - T, AT 2EEIC oW TIZHIE S EES 2 2 &
27 5 720 ZZHOFRTE 5 72IRE R A0 IR O BIE O 3 NEISF~OEAFAS 720
(&, TSR A o THRREEAE (2001 4F 6 H 15 HEHSRE 49 5) ORLHETH S,

WA REHATHI 2 S A L CW e lf2S, 4 ThHMenTniwnbif Tldk v, 72

301



B R AR e 38% 3 %
E IR, O Sid, RERImH,»S, FFE L, HAZGOFARE LTHEL
Twa7z (FR1972: 156-157) 0 BEILFEEME [BIRFERGHERMER ] & LT, FEHEER
MR PO RIS L o T 21 HEBEB L, WEZIE, it AL ZHE] &
PZ, VHEFERERRICEERERF L 7 b BRE P A [EAK R ZME] Lz Tw
%Y (#£1972: 189) o FHIZOWTE 21, REBZANCHEZ RO b 01x% <, /-,
BIECTOMBE LTI L Cnb 720, — AT Z0REEm N Th A9,

C DX IIEEFHIRIE, EEYICRERI DRI S EKHFELTB Y, REOH
Tl 12, RBWEANBIT LI EEZON D, L L, BB X 23 AEOEHR,
W I PGB R AE TR 2D CREE IR ANGENE AN (WbWw % NPO EN) DFFTELR
Sl X o T, FEEAHMAL (Nonprofit Organization 372 5 NPO)Y &\ o 7z & X112,
HARIZBWTIZEE 2 S 0BT E DO TEIRICHE SN TL £ o7 FATFHK
1, I D IEE MO MEAL L E 2 SN D DS, HARD X ) AWM B E T
[BAVFRIENPO TH A ] &) FIRIEBEZHICEZITANSGNZNTHA ). THL
THFRELOBEIZOWT, SHAIE, TNPO &) HEEIZOWTRELECIE LW
HANGIF N TS| & LT, [BIZITHATIEINPO DIELIE 104EI2D % 5T,
T/, WOTNIBETH LD L, 7 X)) 7 TIZEELISENPO DEWELDH 1
PO KE WL W) &) %tk ] OfFEL IR L (5H 2006: i), MWEEE R L
TWbo DiENEMOEAEDENEE O [IFEFHMBEE L ToR—M] 2851
72 Z OFEOIRITEAHE Y R S NFAER, HAROIEEFMAE L 0 b1 B RO FE LY 7
I L C ORISR o 72 EZ b b, 29 LzBlins s, SHiZEARDIE

ERIRLARL & AT A O & Ok 2 i L, [REIREE LB ICHARTY o & b5
LR U 72 IRE R OMMI AT, BIET D IEROAETFER 2 53 BAE R I iC
ETWwho] (5H2006:11) Lk~ FHEITHAOIEEFMBE ORI TH S 2 & % 50N
L7ze LAL, WEUANIHFAL T 2idlr TEIZER L TWEDS, H L 0HNs
R L THRTH ) FFEFHBETH 57208 DIZ DOV TOMRENIE S HITHED % HE
WHDIEH

ZIT, ARMIZOSHF LY BAHEEL TAL I LR HNE T 5, 2O,
BALRR S S E N o0 &9 & LLC, Tifetk] 22 ) L3562 LICOABLEE
COITFTERV 20 X9 RERTO®ERMEL, FFEFMEETH 2 AR OFHG =
FIBTIUTHELED 2005 Thbd, LA, RICHETIRLHUA MY EL Tz LT
b B2 B COIREFRED, HARDERAIHRED P L T2 2 mh s
DN, AR TRFOFHMEICL > TURTREZL VI EZ FICEIEZBEW TS, B
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HEH OB T TOLRBEOT(L, A v 7 LROBSIIIW KRR LDIEL, EBRIC
IIEIAC T T AL O &40 TR S - EIAS, %Hﬁ&f&ka%dﬁmbx&w
B> TR 2E, #EIZL2E 23 REVWELYH BREMRELEVHE
TOED S OB EARATFDO R E RER & o 7RI RF L F R Y, FRRALRK
ELCoIE, ERNICEHEED?SORE, FHELLNAREE RV T, &Rl
DOBIEEACIZIIBO THEFIE > 72 B Th b L72D> T, ARTERL TS [H
Btk ] iF, ME LCofmlE V) o TIE R, FFEFMEME LTo [HtosE
felk] OZE xS POTIERPEBELZ LD L7200 % [#] LIFATW
bk, AIFHIZ [NPO] LIFATWAE LS, ZOMIZIE, HEIMEE LCofF
HE e wb oo, FEEOLEE] THFEELTWERLTHE, €I, KTk
REEMATRIO#ZIY) EIFC, —REREHNRDS, 2o BUROIEEFIMKED
FeE L Ll E BT 200 E) NI L o T, SHBERGEEL T <,

2 2OMiEE DS W

2.1 EIRRAZBE5E & D%

RGO A IFE AL S LTIY) EIF2012130 9 1 DOHHBH L, 1
FEBMN 2R OFRTH S,

IEEFIMBEI 2 2 5| LT CTnd, YarX - xTF U ARFEOLAY — - HF
£~ (Lester M. Salamon) (X, [74+—V ¥ - 777 —X] gEbT, WMHEFTIER
Mt sy —oREPH L THEFHE OIS F HE 6 | (Global Associational
Revolution) AYELTW5AZ & %484 L7- (Salamon 1994), ZLid, 19 il ERE
RO EFABREOEBELXGZTnhn)trt—2aFrVeNETHLE LD
12, 12 7 EOERE LI & 5 EFEMZE7 22 = 7 & (The Johns Hopkins Comparative
Nonprofit Sector Project LA [JHCNP| &\ 9 ) DR D LIl Twizzo, &7
PHEH SN,

PR, FEEHA - B O ¥ — 1%, 4% E TNPOs, NGOs (Nongovernmental
Organizations), CSOs (Civil Society Organizations), Voluntary Sector, Third Sector,
Charitable Organizations, 2335 N7 Efk 4 A THAEL QW iziz®, 26 SBU
Y7y =LY —IZHEENI B 12075 —ThHbE V) HIZLTLLT

TR SN T W e ol HITEVIL, FNH52 1 D0 FER s ¥ —L LTHR
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B2, FEIELBEDOEs ¥ —% FRIDZAY - FTHREL, 22 0oaWEEMEZM
WCREL > TWAZ LRI LD TH 5,

bEAA, FEFELY F —OFZMEOMEKIZONTIE, ST ST REMEL SN
FEEINT WS, TV ZFRRE LT, FEfLs & —2FIC, P04
5591257

R EkE B L7207 €Oy, DT 13 X=JICTERWA, ZOHFT,
A HAROWIEE I IZER T RELAEDSH %,

FTERETOOL) BRAKRDOKRGOMETH S the Society of Gratitude 13, 1829
FIHERE AN L o> TR SN2 ZHUTKED RO KM% %3745, 13T
1RO Z & TH Do) (BEHF) (Salamon 1994: 120) Fik D [HlZIFAART
NPO DEEHIZ 10 4EI2d 2 53] L) T b3 UL, 2 OFLB AT IR 2
LOPRIDOPDLIETTHDL, £ THT, 1994 E IS [HHRAF] O RG
H A FEFR T “the Society of Gratitude” D5 [HfEH] Lo Twd (hF7EY
1994)c F72, ZOmiTIE, #1995 4E121d, HATA (Salamon 1995) & L CHlE
L EFERO A AEOWATAR (5 E 2 2007) (2D SN7z0 {LERTH Z ok
1k [HRfEAL] EIRENT VD, & 2AHDS, RO TH 2 T HHHMEF ORI
1847 4 CTdH 5 (4 H 2006: 15) 0 FRAEABIE T 1829 4F &\ ) FIXBILRA D D 1572\,
Z T, “the Society of Gratitude” &\ EARKINZ & ORI DA &9 FEANHE < o

Z T, T U “the Society of Gratitude” D Z & & FLIR T B 12 H o 2k x
THLEIe FTEVBIE, 199045 Ao, R 12 22E Gah2 s 13 22E) ok
B2 5 —OEBEREM%E 70 Y 22 b JHCNP % 24 — bk &7z, JHCNP Tlid,
FEIGEOIFEF Y ¥ —DERE O, KEBEEM L7 & —O#iFH, i, L,
IR, %E % Bi2E L T\ 72 (Salamon and Anheier 1996) o

1990 50 0 Z ORI K 4 L B S I, HARDOEGIZOWTIE, ILARIER
(Yamamoto Tadashi ed. 1998) 7SR & 720 T OWFET, 4K, Wf5EF—2D—HT,
IFEFt 7 & —DERIZBE D > TV FHEZENL (Takayoshi Amenomori) 1, 7€ > -
T YONA T —iR (Salamon and Anheier 1997) DOIFEFIY 7 ¥ —DEFRIZE T LR
D “Japan” &) ET, ZOHGTERD LI IR L7,

the Kan-on-ké \FFEEAEAL K ORGS0 43 B TRHBUE 22 Mk 0 2 B o 1 > TH % & /L
ENDEDH Lt v, LRI 25 O H i A8 M =BG # M E 2T #N T o #
Wk & L CHEAOZ M % B L AAL2 1829 4R IZRRAZL S L7z, (FHR)

(Amenomori 1997: 191)
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CNEWIRE 7B Y 27 PO—BELTRHRBMESNTZDDTH- T, H7F LD “the
Society of Gratitude” ¥\ “the Kan-on-k” DI TH V), FRIFE THRW = BBA 4
VIS MEICREV. L7 DTH AT bbb, THITHLT A LT, Ik
ZRREE AR DY 1829 4RI [EGE ] &) Ml z oL L, 20, hEDRIZL 72
D 9 BRIENAOMBRIL R\ &2 5, “the Society of Gratitude” |, 7L _EFR®
[HRfEFL] Tk, TREHE] 2R T 2P TH D,

CREIORDOBEMF L) 3 1K IAoZ L] L) Lwn)itliy, H7z
b, HEANOHED, KEOLERBBEBHOPTO RS HTWHEHICET 52 & 20k
CHIZAHT B FEB B — A F—MEH 1911 2, T 77 25 —HEH 1913 FF12,
TNENHILEINTEY, KREOFERMENIIEE OB TIE, b OKERE
P HOEETH L EEZONTWEALLT L E, 5V PKHENORE
HEIEAVICH LB, KEZTTIER L, BRICOELS ASHEE ) bITB
K FAEAE L CW e HELY Lo/l wn) 2 Lilhbh 9,

20 HAL A R 5 [ %] FEEFHERICE Db 0L LT, KREFEE MM
W2EF I & > THRANFE SN0, L &35 & [HEn] Mol ch s H
Ko [#] M Tho7zZ L2, FEHEIEL (EVWFAMWEOEIRWTWE, 29 L
cHERbHY, BEFELI) RIFBZ EICL7,

S o1z, BN REFEWEC—H#E o [HEHR] AU ST b 2 EZ SR L
(FHE 1, 2ZH)Y, %k 5 X910, —Ha EBG ISR S N7zs, BRI,
[—#i] Lo Tz, M6, BRE#HLFELL [#] Thd, £/, —F#
&, WIEICHIET 2R L T2 [#] Thd, mMEHEARLTLHEV) T LI,
WEOEE LT [l 2RETLIHELC)HIRPH o7z w) 2 ETHY, B
EHZMHTUEL FEFTICL2ERHARTHLLEEZONE, 612, BXTW
&, —H#EIlonTE, REERIBIEROIE 2 B2, £ DRI
I SN TV DL Z e b ol MR ERT DI, LELEHAOT 7 &
ADHRETH S I Lhd, BE#ELAEDETH#LIY LiFaZ 81272,

22 EOWSE
ZIT, EBOWRICOWTIEI L TB X720,
ML By, AAREENIE S ALFIEL, [HEMALEZETRT L2004

S — 7 VG2 D o THE—OIFEE E LT (F1962: 585) Z &b, i
EoTBY, F7o, BRTIIDZH IR 7205, WHEUELBS CHEREL Tnzo
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T, SEFSEFHALOHES L INT WD,

REMRODL LT, BRENS, BEFEICBI2BRN#HET IR L EE -5 (&
7 1942) OFFZE, #HEFOVE2S, HROHEICOWT, [FEEEOR] & [#
MAEEON | o4l L2 MmA R L-ERE (R 1949) %2 Eoif5Erd
%o

RO FEE LI TP SHLTON TV L, EAFHZEOBLE 51, Ve
YRILyT)— (7)) —1978) @ [HADK ZHES] oHiZd, EOFHEH
HOMNBTITHLNLLDE LTHANT VL, SSHIEMEDBILE,» I, FHtss
EDOMEIZBWT, BE#RLRIIGHEIEAICHE SN TWEY, AARIRE Y 27
AIBIFLRERBGRE [ v AT A EBRL72, HHMNBOWE (FH1995) %2
EYHIET Do

ZHOB BT Z LT THEERIZOWTOMEERAILL L) LAz, S8R
WEDHLEIELEDTLDIZOVTIE, RRFORL L2EEIREV, 20
FRBE BV 0N, BIMKIO [EFBOLEROE] (B 1962) TH S,
BHE TRBFIE25] &, W) 2 ANTWEA, LYREOBFT 2@L AL
JEP RSO D TEIZY 25T, #HICHTL7I 0 F -4 ) —%2EY L
TEH)ELTwD, EbIF, BOPICRMZER 2 AN, #ERGEEOHE D)
RERYIEIR 1255 2 B % 30l L 72 S HEBOS H B (B 1962: 528) 0 F 72, RMAEH
OHHFIEE, Z< OBEFMOERTYREL, TNEEENIC OFHOKEZ F L
T A CREGE), OB LT 58 (RiE#H) Ok r L3 5%
(Hzce) L7z 612, FEHHEEZIIET 22 LT, MRIPEOERLE R A,
OMHEOEAIZL L0, QFRE—HE L THEMEES N b0, @FENICHSIHRE
ENDHOO=FIEEHA TS (N 1990)

BH <, 20X HBEMICHET 2.0 %R o 72WRILEHM 2 TS, Rkl
%o T, BRWH/MEICL 2 [[5] PFeomaEtk] (5 2013) 2% (1962)
* LRI, HILWEEOWEESE A o 2 BAIEL L C s Nz, BEIIE#EOK
MRMEIEB LT, T MR X W IEWaHEo b &, #ikmz ) BT
REMEAS S 2 2 L 2B L T\ b (B8 2013: 11-12)

ZO) L7ZBEFIIgE Tha o 2 &1, ERIIZE CREDIFB A D L L7z, L w
) B EHRIGAET AR BB T 5 L CHROREEOL ) L L
TWiekw) Z e Thb,

EIRTEDIRANERIZE I % & S22 AL WEEIZHA L 2 TH b, [#] L) &k
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YT 2012, &2 FEMA LA L 2o Tl b v w ) Hill, Suvik
AL, BRMEBRBIZEE L2220 RE, 22 )W) EBET) 12 [#)
EVIHIR TR ITIUR R S v &) EBMERBIAFE L) T b hehot
NH7, 2F N, [l LW AMEMHTLICH7z0 TOV— VBN D o 72b 1T
TEHARVWEW) ZETHD, TS, HDHETIE [#] LFEER TV O,
BIOHIKTIE [#] LIFENTHAE W) TERDHY R EDTHb, L7z2A>T, —
T TRELIIMA] L) LT L TOBEZEESITIFLTI v,
FTOZLEREZI2) 2T, KiaTid, BUROIFEFIHIRIIE % vy, RSO
DDA, BURH 2 IFEFMMEOREE %Y SORER L TV zh 2 MEE L 72\,
CIRE R I & I FIEE AR A SR L LRG0 L 25 ). T2, 4
BOWZE i CEELR O, [HHEZXE->Tlkod] 2L Thib, Ler-7T, &
RIEZOOHD [F3h o REMATHI £ T oREE LT, NLBERoMkICB AR
FUTIIDDL | RETEZRNT b0 T OERTHEROEHIHIRE & 130 k%
BIZT 29, F72, BEOMBIBIELTVLIEEITE LT, EHEEAHL LT
LOTIER L, KM EXY o728 & OMBEOMFED, ERNZEZTHL TV L L
HIE ) B S ERMEE R L S

(v

2.3 IFEFHAGRAIIIZE & L T o R & —#E

KEGCHY P2 EE#H RO —H#Ic oW, EIckh TH2 HTr] 50k
[BOREEERT L L) %] #ZEE V) WRTIRITEACEH I TV, 2
D% MFEMICFL R L7283 Bk 1962) iz d, #x B L8 L 72N (r
N 1990) 12d, ZOHRMTHHTI v,

72721, BEEICOWTIR, BEEEOMTHLERFLN TV, REHITEICH
NS LTRALASF S, S 612, HiRE, famitFsElickox, @tk
NCYH L, HEZFTHERLTWT, #omTh INZTHOBEL#ELZ ) %<
e Bbhd, EHIENICE - Th, BERIE, HATRMOMEEAD 15T
Hol:Z kb, FMIIKRELEERYD S,

FFEHEoRNEZE (R)1931) L EEE, Tt CiEFEEomHTE (H
H1980) 2SAIEA L L COKMBEREG & L CREMICHgEL, 4H (2006) i
&L CBREFEL R 72, S HICHARFERY, HEAEH (FAR - HEF 2000) 124 T,
RN 5% B BB RO SLEDS [tk St@ht sorl - ISR CE] L LT
bN7ze D%, KEBE (K122007) &ttt L oBlbs s, HEE#EICS
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LEZBND, HIKE (1936) OWFFELFE UL, IRiGMAROHETH 2 MR, 1’
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DOffge L LT, FME Bz, AL S 2 R R B L AN 72
DDOLEEZLND . HITIEARWIIRE EFRBEOERE Y AT AL EFETWE DI
L, AREFZEIE, FEEFRMEIIZE L L TiTo T A HIEKERENTH 5,

KET—HFHEICET 2882 2E L DIE L7z, 210 [RBERIBCE] L LT
WK ST SGEE IR SN TWD, Lo L, 1FEAETIEE L TEToTOIRET
Do RIFFEETIE [KBEKIMLE] 2L o T—KRERHIKEIIH/2H I EHNTE
[REBERIBCE] 2372 WEERMRIEATETH - 72 (BFEI ), —RERO%
EH0H L, —HHELEETHY, Sk d, —HEOMEITMAL TV DbDL
EZbNb,

—Hrald 1873 (BHiG 6) FICRRIL SN, MHIESFIZENTIE WA, PR
FERATHRO 1912 (B 45) SEOBNE T, HEHRR T EHERLTWDLZ &5 1
RN CEEORKBIERBLHECTHERTEZ (FE3), LALEDS, —Hiidtt
MEANF B RIEANE LT, B 22 ) 7258kt b7z b e v icw, AKE
BELTCWhhrol bR INLY, FRIICHELE L TV BEE#ESAREAN (MFE
N) ELTREIENTHW DI Db 5T, —H@lEAMETFo T ol
B S ND DL, —FHH#MIEMECBELEF o TWidolod, HEHWIE, —Hik
WL EFEITHSEOEEZ [A%] LIEFEERL T aho/zbw) 28k b
72590 Sl EofrEoE LT, [HEMEE % SHH] Zev L [ AR % &+
VR Bl N 298

B, KIeE A EINE DO KGIEL T HIL, 2006 CFHL18) 4F1, [—ftt
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BE3 MARBIZCHEE KBEKECE —H#Ett
IR 1912 (BA7G 45) 4E (SEETRE)
FE AN O — B B N2 B3 2 i) (2006 SR L5 48 50 DU [— At - B
FEANE] SRS 2) [ARAERIE AR OVt kN ORRE % 2B 2358 (2006
R 49 50 DUF [ARREE] LM 2) [t HE AR O —fk i Bk 2B
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