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List of Contributors

Kyonosuke Hirai is Professor of Anthropology at the National Museum of Ethnology,
Japan, and is also teaching Social Anthropology at SOKENDAI (The Graduate University
for Advanced Studies). He received his Ph.D. from Department of Anthropology, London
School of Economics and Political Science. His recent publications include (ed.)
Community as Practice: Mobility, State and Movement (Kyoto University Press) and
From Village to Factory: Women's Experiences of Modernity in Southeast Asia (NTT
Publications) (both in Japanese), and The Romantic Ethic and the Notion of Modern
Society: Imagining Communities Among Northern Thai Factory Women (Silkworm
Books) and Exhibition of Power: Factory Women’s Use of the Housewarming Ceremony
in a Northern Thai Village (Routledge Curzon) (both in English).

Mun Young Cho is Associate Professor of the Department of Cultural Anthropology at
Yonsei University, South Korea. She received her B. A. in Communication and M. A. in
Anthropology from Seoul National University, South Korea, and her Ph.D. in
Anthropology from Stanford University, USA. Recently published books and journal
articles include: The Specter of “The People”: Urban Poverty in Northeast China (Cornell
University Press, 2013); Public Therapy: Ethnographic Research on Corporate-Sponsored
Volunteering Abroad among University Students in South Korea (Koran Cultural
Anthropology, 2013, in Korean); “Dividing the Poor”: State Governance of Differential
Impoverishment in Northeast China (dmerican Ethnologist, 2012); “We are the State™:
An Entreprencurial Mission to Serve the People in Harbin, Northeast China (Modern
China, 2011); On the Edge between “The People” and “The Population”: Ethnographic
Research on the Minimum Livelihood Guarantee (dibao) (The China Quarterly, 2010);
and Forced Flexibility: A Migrant Woman’s Struggle for Settlement (The China Journal,
2009).

Sumi Cho is Assistant Professor at Bangmok College of General Education, Myongji
University, South Korea. She recently received her Ph.D. in anthropology from the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan, for her dissertation, The Politics of
Difference and Authenticity in the Practice of Okinawan Dance and Music in Osaka,
Japan. Her research interests include ethnic diversity, social inequality, and
multiculturalism in Japan throughout her education at Seoul National University, Tokyo
University, Yale University, and the University of Michigan, and her research at the
Urban Research Plaza, Osaka City University as a Global Center of Excellence research
fellow.

Ya-Chung Chuang is a cultural anthropologist, and Professor at the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, National Chiao Tung University in Taiwan. He received
his Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology from Duke University, USA. His research interests
include democratization, social movements, national identity, and urban culture. His
recent publications include Democracy on Trial: Social Movements and Cultural Politics
in Postauthoritarian Taiwan (Chinese University Press).
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Jeff Gayman is Associate Professor, Research Faculty of Media and Communication,
Hokkaido University, Japan. He obtained his M.A. in Cross-Cultural Studies from
University of Alaska Fairbanks and his Ph.D. in Education from Kyushu University. His
specialties are Educational Anthropology and Indigenous Education. His recent
publications include (ed.) Report of Research Survey Initiative into the State of Initiatives
Related to the Preservation and Transmission of Endangered Languages and Dialects
(Ainu Language) (Japanese Agency of Cultural Affairs Commissioned Research Survey,
2013) (in Japanese) and Ainu Right to Education and Ainu Practice of “Education”:
Current Situation and Imminent Issues in Light of Indigenous Education Rights and
Theory (Intercultural Education, 2012) (in English).

Mari Kagaya is a Research Fellow at the National Museum of Ethnology, Japan. She
received her Ph.D. from Ochanomizu University. Her research interests include Cultural
Anthropology and Gender Studies. She has conducted extensive fieldwork in the
Yaeyama islands, Okinawa, Japan.

Atsushi Nobayashi is Professor at the National Museum of Ethnology, Japan. He
received his Ph.D. from SOKENDALI (The Graduate University for Advanced Studies).
His research specializations are Ethnoarchaeology and Material Culture. His recent
publications include The Ethnoarchaeology of Hunting Wild Boar (Ochanomizu Shobd) (in
Japanese).

Shimpei Cole Ota is Associate Professor at the National Museum of Ethnology, Japan
and Research Associate at the American Museum of Natural History, USA. He completed
a doctorate program at Osaka University and an additional doctorate program at Seoul
National University before earning his Ph.D. in sociocultural anthropology from Osaka
University in 2007. Ota’s research examines people’s recognition of cultures. More
specifically, he tries to explain how people and societies recognize their own cultural
“change,” mainly through case studies of Korean political history and intellectual
subculture since the seventeenth century.

Shu-Yuan Yang is Associate Research Fellow at the Institute of Ethnology, Academia
Sinica, Taiwan. She received her Ph.D. from Department of Anthropology, London
School of Economics and Political Science. She has extended fieldwork experience
among the Bunun, an Austronesian-speaking indigenous people of Taiwan, and the
Bugkalot (Ilongot) of northern Luzon, Philippines. Her publications include articles in
Ethnography, Social Analysis, Oceania, Philippines Studies, Southeast Asian Studies, and
Taiwan Journal of Anthropology.



